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aſſure you that you may truſt the Ingenuity and Faithfulneſs of | 
the Relation. But before I come to the Aſſembly it ſelf, there 

| be ſomethings previous to it Which you ought x be informed 
of. A Coal Aſſembly in Scotland you know) is much of 
the ſame Nitufe with 5.6 Convocation in Erglard, or a Na- | 
the | 


-  Hrreffans exatr 


with them is fuprente, and next to that of Jeſus Chriſt) their 


: thatia free Aſſembly of the Cler and Laity- throughout the 


 thertfore they confider'd how they might prevent that by ſome 
thod; which would exclude all who were fot well affe&t- 


_ vil Govetment heard this, 'they thought ehicmſelves mjured, 
_ and therefore addreſſed to the Peefianane to be admitted to \ 
_ a ſhare ofthe Governiient, or at kalt not td be abſohutely ſub- {4 
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| accountof rhe publick Faith, whith 
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m ww om 1 avs what T'write to you. And 


Council Ypnd of n@leſs Aurhotity here: Nay, our Preſ- | 
e AuthGrity of their Aſſemblies boos eNat'sf 
King or Parliament; and: re be ſome ſtanding Ads of their 


._ _ Aſſemblies againſt Atts of Parliament, and which diſcharge 
 Obedience.to them: Wherevpon out: Presb terians being not 


content with whit the Parner had done for them,nor think- 
ing.their Authority ſufficient forſetting up their Government ; 
they required a General Aſſembly, by whoſe Authority (which 


Government might be firmly eſtabliſhed, and all cheir Adtings 
and Proceedings ratified ahd approved by i it. Yet they knew 


Umgdom would. rather defeat than advance their Deſigns ; 


ed 10 their Iritereſt, of z«aJous for the Good Old Cale. 

_ In order heteunto they prevailed with the Parliament, to 
lodge the whole Government and Managemerit of Church Af- 
fairs inthe handsof thoſe fewOld Preachers who went off wheri 
Ty was reeſtabliſtied Ax. "166 r. and fuch as ſhould be 

ited and approved by thery. When theſe Miniſters off the 
Epiſcopal Perſwaſion who Had" complied with the preſent Ci- 


chem, whowere | their' ſtated and /profeſled Enemies. þ 
whe oe >v<0 thens,mot only apon the acevunt_ | 
fo} Miniftets of the G6 but tithe 


por mpliatice with the Civ} Gov 
oo ka, thelp: Tay was diſdin nful 
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the 'A& continued'as befarey infavour only of the above-men- 

' tioned Pregbyterian Preachers. By which means all the preſent 
Epiſcopal Clergy and ſuch of the Laity as favoured their Inte- 
ref, and had complyed with-them, were rendred incapable 
of bearivg any Office in the Kirk, and of Sitting and Voting in 
their Meetings. [This the/Epiſcopal Party juſtly complained of, 

and ſaid 3 That though Epiſcopacy was abolifned merely upon 
an unjuſt and falſe Pretence, that that Government exerciſed 
Tyranny.over the Church, yet now a real Presbyterian Tyran- - 
ny waseſtabliſhed, that inſtead of Fourteen Biſhops Sixty were 
ſet up, who would'Lord it over their Brethren more 1mperi- 
oufly than:they either did or pretended 40 do'z/ and that Pref: 
byters were ſubjected to.them who own'd themſelves to be no 
more than-Pres. :vters, 'whichihad no Precedent in the Catho- 
lick Chureb, . bu«- alfo they who could not be denyed to be 
Lawful Miniſters were 'excluded from any ſhare of the :Diſci- 
pline and Government of the Church; which was contrary to 
the very Principles and Tenets ofthe Presbyterians. themſelves; 
who make every private Miniſter tobe inveſted with the Au- 
thorlty of:ruling-asi well as of teaching; and.,who affirayit un- 
lawful for:any Miniſter to part with that Right; and who 
therefore were wont to exclaim againſt Biſhops, becauſe they 

{cemed to.uſurp it wholly to-themſelves. AlltheExcuſe made | 

For ithis was, [That they.could no othetwiſe make:their Go- 
vernment ;ſ#re, and that the Epiſcopal Party deſerved/to be 

thus treated for-their Apoſtacy, in-þetraying and renatmcing 

the:trueRights and.Intereſts.of the Church by complying with 

Epiſcopacy. -:Hence it:was1oferr'd that Presbyterians do jug- 

gle both;with/Gad and-Man:iFor whereas they would have the 

\Wanld believe, | that their: Madel of Gavernment and Forms of 

-Diſapline.are-ſo much of Divine Right that they can ſubmit to _ 
no Terms of:Compoſition with Men about them 3 ſo when 

.1t makes for-their [ntereſt, they can without any ſcruple intro- 

dyceeflential Alterations "thereof: For Parity (which-they 

make. theinſtirution of :Chrift) was now taken away,:and. out 

_ of the;pretended exigence of the-Church nine-hundred Mini- 

Ners\ were: ſuſpended from one-half of that Power oem :hom 
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that they cannot be Miniſters of. the Goſpet" without it, - 


Shortly aſter the paſſing that A& of Parliament, for ſetting 


up the Presbyterian: Government, and committing the Care 


and: Management thereof to. theſe few' ſurviving Presbyteri- | 
_ an Miniſters, who had'nor complied with Epifcopacyz/ there + 
was a Meeting at Edinburgh of Presbyterian Miniſters and Lay- 


Elders to adviſe” about the Aﬀairs of the Kirk, and (to la 


2 ant 6 
down. Methods how .a General Aſſembly ſhould be call'd and 


conſtituted 5 becauſe- (as Fhave obſerved) ' one could not be 
had+ according to their minds,-attey the 61d manner; and ftand- 


ing Rules of General Aſſemblies. 'By Virtue of the'A@ of Par- | 


liament, none had the Right to:meddle with'the Government 


. and Aﬀairs of the Church: but ſuch Miniſters as had: been re- 
_ moved by the reftoration:of Epiſcopacy 5 and certainly theſe 
men were greatly overſeen when they parted with that Privi- 


lege, and admitted others to ſhare with them bore they had 
ſetled the Church according'to their minds'; -For- by theſe 


- means they were overpower'd and' outvoted, -and: forced to 


yield to other things than what they firſt intended; but they 
were not fenfible' of this | their Errour till it -was paſt remedy. 
Firft, the remnant of the Remonſtrator Party, 'who had been 
actually depoſed' in the time of Presbytery, and ſome of them 
for ſcandalous and grofsCrimes, came to ſit in this Meeting 
they were very ative and uſeful,” and therefore ittwas thought 


fit to receive them ; but ſome being ſenſible vf the Trregularity 
_of admitting Perſons lying under the ſentence of Depoſition 


by their own Kirk, it was therefore moved that the Sentence 


of Depoſition might be firſt taken off : But the Debate was 


laid aſtde and ſuppreſt, becauſe theſe men urg'd and preſfed 
that their Sentence of Depoſition might be declared void and 
null, being done Clave errazte, by a FaCtious party 3 wherewith 
ſome of the 01d Publick Reſolutioners were pricked, and there- 


. fore proceeded to defend themſelves, and. particularly 'one 
 *Mr. Alexander Pitcarne proteſted againſt their Proceedings, and 
_ threatned to print his Proteſtation, 'and to declare their Meet- 


ing unlawful, while ſuch incapacitated Members were allowed 
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to ſit in it :' But ſuch early Heats being unſeaſonable and-pre- - 
judicial, they prevaild with him to take up. his- Proteſtation 
and to forbear the Publiſhing it. Into this Aſſembly alſo were 
received all theſe younger Brethren, who had been admitted to 
the Miniſtry clandeſtinely in the time of the laſt Reign, or a- 
vowedly and openly fince the receiving their Indulgence from 
King James. Theſe were hurried on with more Flierceneſs and 
Zeal than the former, who indeed wanted not fincerity and 
concernment enough for the Cauſe.. 15 


c 


| Gelidus tardante Sexedad 
Sangnis hebet, frigentque effete in corpore Vires. 


- TheOld Men thought that they ought to. rule, and bear the 
greateſt Sway becauſe of their Age and Experience, and that 
the AQ of Parliament was eſpecially in their favours; but the 
younger Brethren would not be impos'd upon, ſeeing Parity 
was the Conſtitution of their Government. And it was faid 
that one Mr. Webſter told Mr. Gilbert Ryle very bluntly, that 
tho he was. a younger Man he merited- more _ 
than he; having taken the Miniſtry upon him ,,4,577 0905: 
in the time of Perfecution, when no temporal fers, which were 
* Intereſt .did eneourage him to itz whereas /omethrug pirms who. 
the other entred into it in the time of Peace, roogfir yoke. 
and deſerted it in time of Trouble. CZ 
Mr, Gabriel Cunningham was choſen Moderator of this Meets 
ing, which was extraordinary as to its Nature, neither was 
there a'proper Name for it ; For it was neither Seffion, Pres- 
bytery, Provincia),nor Dioceſan Synod, nor General Aſſembly; 
nor Commiſhon of the Kirk, which are all the Church Judica- 
tures ever have been ſince the Reformation ; but ever ſince it 
bears the Name of the General Mecting. Here-they appoint- ' 
ed Miniſters for the ſeveral Corners of the Country, divided 
chem into Presbyteries, preſcrib'd ti:c Rules of trying Epiſcopal 
Miniſters, and ordained that where tlic Presbytery confilted but 
of four-or fewer, the next Presbytery ſhould be joyned to it, 
which yet in many places made not a competent number for ſo. 
weighty a buſineſs, as the examining and cenſuring TR | 
; 45e l 
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for their DoQrine and Manners : For the two Presbyteries of 
Hidingtoun and Dumbar, where (yon know) there be near 
thirty Pariſhes, conſiſted but of five Presbyterian Miniſters. 


-  - There was the like number in_ the Presbyteries of Dunſe 


and Chmrſide, where there were about as many Pariſhes. In 
the Presbytery of Anghterarder there was but one Presbiterian 
Miniſter, and when the next was joyn'd to it, they made but 
threes fo that when it was debated in the Aﬀembly, whether 
one of them, towit Mr, Wrlliam Spence ( of whom you will 
_ Hear more afterward) ſhould go for Argus ; they pleaded a- 
gainſt his going, becauſe that - without him they could not 
have a £xorum in the Country where he then lived; and at 
the ſame time Sir Coliz Campbell and Ardbruchzll ſtood up and 


ſaid, in the face of the Aſſembly, that for twenty Miles Weſt- 


ward of Perth, there were but two or three Mmifters, meaning 
theſe of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, which ſhews how lit- 


tle agreeable either their Perſons or Government are to the 
People. 


Here alſo they laid down the Method and Manner of con- 


ſtituting the next Aſſembly, which was to fit in OFober, vis. 
That where a Presbytery conſiſted of eight Miniſters, they 
- Chould ſend four Miniſters and three ruling Elders to the Al[- 


 {embly, where they were under eight and above four, three _ 


Miniſters and two ruling Elders; four ſhould ſend two Mi- 
niſters and one ruling Elder; and where there was but-one, 
_ that one and a ruling Elder ſhould come : By which you ſee 
that the old Method of conſtituting General Aſſemblies was 
quite alter'd, and that as many Parts of theKingdom were not 
allowed Repreſentatives in that Aſſembly, fo others were not 
_ repreſented equally, nor could they hear a ſutable 'Proporti- 
on therein; but the ſmalneſs of their number was admitted as 
a defence for this Irregularity. At this Meeting they appoint- 
ed a General'Faſt before the ſitting, down of the Aiſſembly, 
to be kept .on Sunday the 5th. of Ofober, which was_the 
| third Faſt had been obſerved on Sundays within the ſpace of 
a Year, which 1s neither agreeable to the Nature of the day, 
nor the Prattice of the Pritaitive Timesz but our Presbytert- 
| ang 


Ay 


| ansare above theſe things 3 they have more regard to'the Pra 
Rice of their own Predeceſſors, than either to Reaſon or An- 
riquity 3 and you know it was the Cuſtom of the old Presby. 
terians to keep all their Faſts on the Lords day : At this time al- 
ſo we had another inſtance, whereby they hewes themſelves 
the true Sons of their Fathers, who did not confine themſelves 
to Matters purely Eccleſiaſtical, but who alſo were always 
catching at the Power of the Magiſtrate : 3 Whoſe Priviledg it 
is in this Kingdom to licenſe Books, and in their Licences to. 
grant the Monopoly of them: This Privilege was aſſumed by 
the General Meeting; For they order'd an old Treatiſe of ru- 
ling Elders. to be reprinted by the Heirs of Andrew Anderſon, 
and diſcharged any other: to meddle therewith 3 This is the 
Form of their Licence word for word. 


The General Meeting of Minifters and Elders of this Chureb. - 
| have appointed this Treatiſe of Ruling Elders and Deacons 
to be Printed by the Heirs of Aldiew Anderſon and none 
other, ExtraGed by 

Tein J OHN SPALDING, Clerk. 


This 'was a fmall Beginning, however the Privy Council 4 


thought fit to rake notice thereof, and to give a check to theſe 
Encroachments'on the Civil Power, and therefore order'd the 
Copies to be call'd in, and the Licence to be torn away 5 ſo- 
that after the firſt day all the Copies were ſold without the 


* Jmyrimatur,z and two Friends of mine (who otherwiſe cared 


not; for the Book ) were forced to pay a triple rate for one 
with: the: forementioned Licence, which was a new Proof of 
the Presbyterian Ulſurpation. 

After the Meeting the Brethren went home, and fell to their 
work with all their might, according to the Inſtructions given 
thett-in their General Meeting. It was expected thac they would 
firſt have planted the: Churches made vacant by the..Council 
' aid the Rabble, which were more than could be ſypplied by 
all:the Miniſters of that Perſwafion :- Bat they were not fo zea- 
lous to: plant, as to pluck Np what was already planted 3 they 

would 
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« C 2), 
to build, until what was already built Was 


would not begin 


ovenhrown to the Ground. More than a third part of the 


Churches m the wanted Miniſters, . and: the moſt of 


them for mare rhan a Year. But as if that was only a- ſma}]| | 
"matter, it was overlooked ; and all: Pains and Care:laid/ out. 


in emptying theſe Churches where the Epiſcopal Miniſters 
continu Their beloved Weſt was deſtitute of Mi- 
viſters, the Charches there and in Galloway were: almoſt all 


ſhut up. So that when the Aſſembly met, two: Miniſters de- 


dared before them, that where they livd there Was not 10 
much as the face of 2 Church, there being no- Miniſters but 
themſelves 2nd one other : Yet none were ſent thither, but 
they ſhew'd Inclination to feat themſelves in the Lo- 
th;ars 20d Scath, which is indeed a better Country, but where 
there was I roo for them, and where no Fog not ſo ac- 
ceptable to the People. Many were indeed aſtomiſhed' at this, 

nor could they either juſtify it, or well underſtand the. Poli- 
rick thereok. ! there were already more Churches va- 

cant, than there were Presbyterian Miniſters 'to put»inthem, 
and yet fo many more were aimed at, and coveted. It was ſad 
and lamemable to fee fo many deſolate Congregations in all 
parts of rhe Land, fuch Multitudes, of People without the 
Goſpel, znd without the direCtion of Paſtors; and; yet the 

would endezvour to deprive them of this Blefling, who-by:the 
good Providence of God had it ſtill continued: witthem. 
However they did this exther to force the People to joyn with 
them when none other could be had , or'being-confcious-of 


their own lpndraoce and Inabily, they: thought ibieitherfic, 


northeir Imereft to rolerace them who were+more: judicious, 


and who would zccuſtom the People to Senſe and ſolid Dif. - 
courſes, winch held forth the true Nature:and'Defign of the 
Goſpel, and which armed . againſt fanatical 'Deluſions. 
When fome were xk'd why they tindied to; won out iallthe 
Epiſcopal Clergy; ſeeing they: could not yet ſupply''theit 
Churches, aod why they wand would preach. ig Meeting-houfe, - 
where there ws an Mmtſter unblameable inhis Lite 
and Dottie. and draw the. people from him,: rather than go 

l | yy 
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| (9') 
to another Pariſh which wanted a Paſtor alcogether, Tt was ah- 
ſwered; That there was leſs prejudice both to Church and Ped- 
ple by the want of Preaching, than by the Preaching of Men of 
Epiſcopal Principles and Perluafions: And Mr, Frazer of Bray 
ſaid in a Sermon before the Parliament, That it was better thar 
the Temple of the Lord, did-lie ſometime unbuilt and unre- 
pair'd, than be rear'd up by Gzbeonites and Samaritans. But to 
return, Nothing came before the Presbyteries, except Citations 
and Libels againſt Epiſcopal Miniſters, and' to make the greater 
diſpatch, they ſat every Week. The Presbyteries were a perfect 
Inquifition, who ſent out Spies to inform them not only of the 
publick Sermons and open PraCtices of the Epiſcopal Clergy,;but 
alſo what they ſpoke and did in privatez Neither did they 
ſearch only into their preſent behaviour, but"alſo' they' made 
enquiry into the former Aﬀions'of their Lives; and if they.up- 
on diligent ſearch made any diſcovery of any little Blemiſh'or 
Fallure, thongh before forgotten, it was made a part of their 
IndiFment. Mr: C. an old 'Man of eighty years at Lady-Kirk, 
waslibell'd among other things for Drunkenneſs, dlledging an 
inſtance fifteen or ſixteeri'Years ago, 'who as" heprovd'the al- 
ledg'd Inſtance to be falſe, 'ſo he faid very well, that ſeeing a 
latter Inſtance could not be produc, it 'did'appear, that he 
was neither ſeandalonafly Drunken, nor guilty of: the Habit 
theredf. -:Therewas a*form'd Defipnof difftatitig the Epilco: 
pat Clergy, ant of rerndring them -infamons for” Inmorality$ 
brit it will be much for their advantage, that ifter earneſt de- 
fires and endeavours to blacken them, there was little or no. 
thing 'made out agamtt' ther's - When any.real Scandals' were 
found, they wer& loudly i ralked of, "and publickly prodaintd, 
ind 1atd'to rhe tharge of the whole Party, #5 /if it' were a tnat- 
ret exttacrdinhry to find Tome unworthy perſons among 'nine 
hindred'or a thoufdnd "The. leaſt defects of Behaviour were 
heightetied and aggravated as if they 'had been groſs Crimes, - 
and what waStio favile was-maderoneby a' perverfe ind finer 
Ihterpretafibſand:unchatitable Confttufion. - When more 
heinous Criſes were Wwahig,- the"'Libels| were" ſtuff'd and 
fyelfd With Atticl&,WHRH of themſelves amountedtshothings 
wy | Þ : bur 


(10) 
but accumulated together, were by them look'd upon and. ſu- 
ſtained .as amounting to a great: guilt. And when nothing 
could be deviſed againſt the Miniſter himſelf, he was accuſed 
for his Elders and: Pariſhioners, if they could be tax'd for any 
real or apparent Crimes ; For then it was ſaid, that he propha- 
ned the Holy Ordinance of the Lords Supper, becauſe he was al- 
filted by "hi Elders, 1n. the Adminiſtration of itz and that he 
admitted ſuch perſons, whereas yet neither the one nor the 0- 
ther were under Church Cenſure or legal Conviction. The Li- 
bels. were generally ſo frivolous and impertinent 'that they 
ought to have been rejected with Scorn; . but whatever was of- 
fered-by the-Bygots was admitted, . and. all care and caution 
us'd not to diſcqurage them. The great Scandals of Mr.Couper 
and. Mr. Graham. Miniffers at Dumftermline were the admitting 


Perſons promiſcuouſly to: the Sacrament 3 the profaning the Lords 


Day 3» ſuffering people. to bring in Kail and fan Barly for the 
Pot that day ; and by allowing their Children to play with others, 
though, they, were .very much under tþat age, which even in 
the opinion. .of Jewiſh Doctors: was/ obliged to the ſtri& obſer- 
vation.of the Sahbaoth;- Another Miniſter was deſign'd to be li- 
belled for, plucking @; few- Peaſe on Sunday; *but-that being ſo 
parallel tothe. as of the Diſciples, which our Saviour defend- 
ed, it was noj permirted. to be, made uſe of. One was accuſed 
becauſe; | he, ſamitimes 11 bi led : >*-And- another: becauſe oe 
time playing at Bowls, he broke an innocent Jeſt, which none 
could: have conſtrued Prophane » but Mey who . were im- 
© NNE F 

, It any had. at any time- publickly or; orivately. expreſ9d any 
Zeal ifor_Epiſcopacy,. or ;refleted! on.the, Covenant, and the 
Principles and Practices.of the: Precbjterions, whonow always 

aſſume the names of the Godly, and: the. picnliar people, of God, 


or if it, could have been alledged, that.they\ had;any ways, tho 
- never fo indiceQly,or even.in obedience to,the Magiltrate, been 


the occaſion;of, any trouble, or. uncaſineſ3ito. them, -this; was. 
never omitted; byt-was fure1o-be made-amain Axticle of their 


Libel. Thus Mr, Crawfard, (the.old Gentleman. mentioned. be- 
tore) was acculed for, Ng the Cqyenant « Band of Rebel- 


lion. 
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| the higheſt in the State) for keeping him 1n the Exerciſe of [/",5%0 


 Hypocrite, or was convinced that Presbytery was the greater 
tioned before) had in his Libel imputed to him, the taking the. 


to his Libel his taking\the Oath of the Teſt. Mr, Johnſtorte of 


(IS), - -” 

lion. Mr. Heviot, Miniſter at Dalkeith was libelled; as calling 
Monmouth and Argyle Rebels and Traitors, becauſe he read the 
Proclamation ſet forth againſt them, and which was appointed 
to be read in Churches * by the King and Council. And a cer-* 4: the | 
tain Great Man was fo picqu'a at himupon this aceount, that _ bf | 
he would neithec hear his Defences againſt the other Articles ;.; via. © 
of the Libel, nor yet interpole his. Authority (which was then Iforma- | 


his Miniſtry, though it was defired by the Generality,and the Heror + 


beſt of his Pariſh. Mr. Wood of Dumbar was charged in his the Privy | 
Libel with Cruelty, and a perſecuting Spirit, becauſe he per-<*** 
ſuaded a Friend. of- his to, put away. a Servant who would 

not keep the Church, and thereby made both her ſelf and her 
Miſtreſs,liable.to the Law : He was alſo accuſed for laying to 

one who exprelt his ſears, as if the Liturgy of the Church of 
Ergland would be introduced among them, God ,ſend 44-10 
worſe 3 and that he had never expreſt his thankfulneſs to God, 

for the deliverance of the Land from Popery and Prelacy, To 

the ſirſt he reply'd, That he was indeed ſorry if any ſuch Ex- 
preſſion had dropt from him, becauſe he was (enfible it was too 
mean for fo.great and ſo glorious a Charch as that of Exglazxd : 

To the other he ſaid, That he thanked God heartily for any 
deliverance that the Land had from Popery, but he could not 

do ſo for the overthrow.-of Prelacy, unleſs he either a&ed the 


Bleſſing, and the more Ancient and Apoſtolical Government ; 
which he never yet ſaw made out. Mr, Graham (whom I men- 


Oaths, of Allegiance and Canonical Obedience, which, they 
ſaid, ſhewed him jncorrigibly Epiſcopal. Mr. Coxper had added 


Salin was accuſed for being too much affe&ed to the Epiſco- 
pal Government, and for recommending ſuperſtitious and er. 
roneous Books to the people, as they, were pleasd to call the 
Whole Duty Maz, . which was expreſly mentioned. Another - 
Mr. Jobnſtone Miniſter of Burnt Iſiend was libell'd, for conver(- 
ing with ſome perſons whom they alledg'd to be-no Friends a 
2 | tne 
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Lords Prayer. | The Mmifter of 4bbots- Hi} was accufed for 
negleQing the Catechiſmof the Weſtminſter Divines, and uſi 


that which was firſt ſet forth by the Synod of Edinbur 5nd 


afterwards enlarged by the Reverend and pious Biſhop Scowgal : 


The Catechiſm ('I muſt tell you) is as well as the Whole Duty 


of Man much ſpok=n again, and ſeverely condemn'd as errone- 
ous; but what are the particular Errours of it which make it fo 
dangerous, I could never learn, nor do I believe you could 
oueſs them, except they 'weretold you. | 

By theſe Inſtances you may underſtand the Nature of our Pres- 
byterian Libels ; | forbear to give you more, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
there will bea ColleFion of fempabliſhed : But you muſt know 
that they would never give any of 'the Epiſcopal Clergy . the 
title of Miziſter, but only that of Tzcumbent. Mr.Graham com: 
plain'd of this, and demanded a Reaſon, : who was told | by. way 
of Anſwer by one that preach'd at nts 1u tv that there were 
no trae Miniſters but Presbygteriaz Minifters 5 And as they de- 
nied them the Title of Miniſters ; ſo ro take awiy theit right 
to their reſpeCtive Pariſhes, one Article of their Libel' w 


Their entring by Preſentation from a. Patron, and by Ordina- 


tion, Collation, and Inſtitution of the Biſhop, contrary to'the 
Word of God ; The Caonſtitation of this Church, As 'of AC. 


ſemblies,and the Lands ſolemn Engagements. When the lead- 


ing Men of that Party were upbraided for making Epifcopal Or. 
dinationa ground of a Libel; They excus'd themſelves and laid 
the blame of it upon the people; but in this they ſhewed'their 
Hypocrihe and deceitful Dealing, Far it was well known that 
the Presbyterian Miniſters were always conſulted in the form- 
ing of theLibels, and many of them were drawn up by them- 
ſelyes, and that all them were every where of the fame ſtrain, 
which makes it evident that it was a concerted buſineſs amon 

them, to beget in the peoples minds' an averſion to' Epiſcopal 
Minifters,as not true Miniſters, nor enitring in at the right door ; 
though they were alſo careful to'foift in ſome other thing to 
excuſe their Cenlures with the more judicious, who could not 
be ſo cafily deluded and impoſed upon. As 


| ©} {i 
the Government either of Church, or State 3 and for ufing the 
Doxology, &c. which, ec. 'could'only refer to the Creed and 
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As the Articles of the Libels were for the moſt part frivolous- 


and impertinent, fo the manner of their proceſs was neither le- 
gal nor reaſonable ; for ſeldom did they let the Miniſter accu- 
ſed know his Accuſer, and fo he might have been made a Wit. 
neſs againſt him, which is contrary ta the Lays of all Nations : 
Beſide, they always received the Libel, and ſuſtained the vali- 
dity of it, before he was heard, and not regarding what De- 
fences might be apponed, cauſed him to be cited to hear and: 
ſee himſelf depoſed : Nor was he ſuffered to be preſent at the 


examination of the Witneſſes ; butin many places, if not every- 
where, the Witneſſes were allowed to be prefent all together , 


when they gave in their Evidence : By the Civil and Canon 


Law, and the reaſonable practiſe of all Nations, they who bear 
Hatred, Malice, or have diſcovered any Prejudice againſt the 
accuſed, cannot witneſs in Judgment againſt him; but this was. 
wholly neglected and paſt by, and the moſt avowed, profelt, 
and open Enemies received as Witneſſes, and ſuch alſo allowed: 
to fit as Judges. Thus Mr. Calderwood a profelt, and bitter E+ 
nemy of Mr. Heriot Miniſter of Dalkeith, who was the chief if 
nat the only Informer againſt him, fat and judged him in the- 
Presbytery in the quality of a Ruling Elder 3 And when the ſaid 
Mr. Heriot deſired that he might be removed, it was utterly re- 
fuſed him, So when Mr. George Parves Miniſter at Glencorſe 
appeared before'the ſame Presbytery at Dalkeith, he objected a- 
gainſt ſome of the Witneſſes as carrying Heart-Malice and il 
Will towards him; they having ſometime before aſſaulted him: 
in the Pulpit with Swords and Staves, and taking him by the 
Throat, had gone near to have ſtrangled him, if he had not got 
preſent Relief; therefore (ſaid he) they ought not to be allow- 
ed as Witneſſes againſt me, for they that did fo, what will they 
not do to procure-my ruin > Upon which the very Reverend 
and Worthy Matthew Selkirk, who 1s now ſetled Miniſter at 
Crighton,roſe up and ſpoke to the Moderator 3 That if theſe Men 
had done ſo out of Malice and perſonal. Prejudice, they ought nok 
to be received as Witneſſes 5, but if they bad done it for the Glory, 
of God, he ſaw no reaſon why they might not be admitted; If one 


. part of the Depoſition ſeemed to prove the Libel, or any ar | 
PET ticle. 
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ricle of it, though the other did exculpate the Miniſter or'exte 


nuate' his fault, the firſt was marked, and the other left out 5- 


Sol was told of one who is fincedead,who was accuſed for ſay- 


ing, that Women wanted Souls; The Witneſs declar'd he had. 
heard him ſay fo, but that he only deliyer'd as the Opinion of 


another, and yer upon this the Article waslook*'d upon as pro-: 


ved: When the Witneſſes cleared the Miniſter or aflerted his 
Innocence, they were diſmiſs'd as knowing nothing of the Mat- 
ter; but ſuch were greatly encouraged and cheriſhed asſhew-. 
ed themſelves earneſt and forward todiveſt him of the Chara-. 
Cter of a faithful, pious and upright Paſtor : And when they paſ- 
fed the Sentence of Suſpenfion or Depoſition againſt any, at 
the intimation of it, from the Pulpit in his own Church, the 
whole Libel was read, though ſeveral of the Articles were fo 
frivolous and trivial as not cenſurable by Law, and others of 
them that contained Matter of Scandal were no way proved. 

As for the Epiſcopal Clergy, ſome of them difown'd their 
Authority, and would not appearz Others appeared, and gave: 
in their Defences; and ſome perceiving the Partiality of the 
particular Presbyteries appeal'd to the next General Aſſembly, 
hoping to meet with greater Moderation there, or at leaſt that 


before that time the Civil Government would put a ſtop to 


theſe rigid and unreaſonable proceedings. Thus matters went 
till the fitting of the Aſſembly, and by theſe proceedings the 


 Presbyterians not only encreas'd the prejudices of thoſe who 


differed from them, but they alſo diſguſted many of their 
Friends. The Presbyterians you know were much inferiour to 
the Epiſcopal Party in number, quality, learning or good Senſe ; 
and I afſure you, tht now.they have loſt much even of that 
Intereſt which they had in this Nation, many who thought well 
of them while they were kept under, are nowaſhamed of them, 
and have deſerted them: I am told that many ( even in the 
Weſt ) abominate them: It is moſt certain that in other places 
of the Kingdom, they are fear'd and\dreaded as a Plague to 
Mankind, juſt as the Jeſuits are. pron 
When the time of the Afſembly drew near, the ſeveral 
Presbyteries ſet about the chufing Commiſſioners for it , and 
oh | things 


were generally chofen, and thoſe of a more moderate Temper 
put by. If there had been any reſpeCt to the qualifications of 


' been preferr'd to Honeſt Dr. Hardy; bur becauſe heretofore he 


. preſt Moderation towards them, he was excluded. ln like man- 


the Aſſembly, ſat in it, and interpoſed his Judgment, but was 


( 15) 


things were ſo laid, that the moſt bigotted and hot-headed 


Men, \none in that part of the Country he lived in would have 
had kept correſpondence with the Epiſcopal Party, and (till 


net Mr. Alexander Pitcairn of Dron was put by, becauſe of his 
carriage at the Jaſt General Meeting, . though he is ſaid to have 
more Learning than the moſt of them 3 and there. were but 
three others in the Presbytery with him, and none of them, of 
theſe old men to whom the Government of the Church was 
entruſted by the late At of Parliament : He indeed came to 


no Member of it,and ſo conſequently had no Vote. When theſe 
Meaſures were perceived, it was concluded, That Mr. George 
Campbel ſhould be alſo ſhuffled out of the Aſſembly ; but that 
would have made their deſigns too apparent,there being none of 
his Presbytery whom they could bring in Competition with him, 
as alſo they had not much reaſon to fear any Oppoſition from 
him becauſe of his modeſty and quietneſs, which makes him 
averſeto Conteſts and Jangling. He hath indeed the Chara- 
Cer of a learned, good, and diſcreet Man; and by his Modera»- 
tion at firſt he did very much diſpleaſe his Brethren, which (as ' 
I am informed, but am loth to believe ) hath obliged him for 
removing their Jealouſics to expreſs himſelf of late more ſever: 
ly againſt the Epiſcopal Party than he us'd to do formerly. As 
for Lay-Commiſhoners, ſuch were pick'd out as either were 
moſt bygottedly, atteced to their Intereſts, or whom they de- 
fird and deſign'd to make faſt Frierids to their Party. In the- 
Pregbytery of Chur»/ide the Laird of —was choſen, and in Dunſe 
the Competition lay betwixt the Laird of Lanton and M. the 
laſt was like to have carried it, but ſomeone ſuggeſted, to the 
Moderator, that it would very much refle& upon them to have 
both the Commiſſioners for the 


\ 4 


| Merſe ſtain'd with the Seandal, | 
of Adul; ery 3, upon whichthe Commiſſion was giv'nto Lanton, | 
and the other was put by, whom yet they would fain have _ } 
agiuanur -___ or nt 0 me 


_ Lord Crawford kept within no boutids of iModerition at rhe 
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-obliged, he being one who has at preſent a conſiderable place 
- inthe Kingdom. 2 AOLTOTT 0) 


The King you know ought to have a Commiſſioner at every 
Aﬀembly,to ſee that Aﬀairs ef State be not medled with by the 
Brethren, who indeed ſtill retain the ſtrong Inclinations, which 
they as well as the Chutch of Rozee have always ſhewed to 
meddle with them, pretending they only do this in ordine ad 


- ſpiritualia, Every one look'd' that the Earl of Crawford ſhould - 


have been the perſon, whom the King ſhould have honoured 
with that Employment, and his Lordſhip himſelf rejoyced ih 
expectation of it : But ( to the ſurprizal of all) fome few days 
before the Aﬀembly ſat, a Commiſſion came down for My 
Lord Carmichael, which made the. zealous Brethren hang down 
theit Ears: And My Lord Crawford gave an Indication of his 
ſecret 'Grudg at the diſappointment, by his entertaining every 
body who came toſee him with Proteſtations, that he did not 
deſire it,and with Reaſons and Excuſes why he would not have 
accepted of it, if it. had been offered to him: But we may 
zuſtly ſuſpeC& that his Lordſhip would not have refuſed it, ſee- 
ing he frequented the Aſſembly, and officiouſly meddled in all 
the Concerns of it, even before he was made a Member; and 
upon Carmichael's advancement,there were Letters immediately 


_ diſpatched to procure a Commiſſion for his Lordſhip from ſome 


Burgh or other, becauſe a Comtnifſion from a Presbytery had 
been neglef&ed, upon an expettation that his Lordſhip ſhbuld 
have repreſented the King himſelf in the Aﬀemmbly': HisLord- 
{hip was ſo humble, that having miſs'd of the higheſt Station, 
he would rather ſerve iti the meaneſt, than not have an hand in 
advancing the good Caulſe3'or be geptiven of rhe; ooeafion of 
perſeQting whar he had fo zeatouſly begun : *, He had tideed 
merited the higheſt Honourin the Kirk, but all extepr the very 
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Viſitation of the Univerſity of S. Azdrews, and was much ta- 
| ken notice of for his rough Uſage of the Maſters, particular- 


ly the Reverend old Dr. Weemſe Dean of S. Andrewes, and 


Principle of S. Leonard's College, who had been a Maſter in 


the ſaid Univerlity for the ſpace of 45 years, under whom 
My Lord Crawford ſtudied Philoſophy, and ro whom he was 
then particularly obliged 3 the Dr. had alſo been a zealous 


Aſſertor of the Proteſtant Religion, and deſign'd to have made 


the Univerſity his Heir z notwithſtanding all which, My Lord 
would not ſuffer him to have the favour of a Seat, when he 
attended -that Viſitation, and when the honeſt Gentleman's 
Age and Infirmity obliged him to reſt himſelf on the ſtep of 
a Stair in the -room, becauſe other Conveniency was deny'd 


bim ; his Lordſhip ſent an Officer and raiſed him; ſuch Rough. . 


neſs and: Incivility you may think incredible, but I had it from 
the old Gentleman himſelf; of the which, with all other Parti- 
culars of that Viſitation, as alſo of the Viſitation of the other 


Colleges, I am told that the World may expet&t a full Account, 


But to return” from whence my reſpeC&t to my Lord Cra:»ford 
carried me. | bs, 
All the Members of the Aſſembly being duly couven'd on 


the appointed day, viz. the 16th. of OFober, they went to the - 


High Charch where Mr. Gabriel (unninghame Moderator of the 


laft General Meeting did preach on S. John 2. 17. And bis Dif- | 


ciples remembred that it was written, the Zeal of thine He hath 


eaten me up. In which the old man gave a greater Proof of his 


Memory than his Judgment, for the ſame Sermon had been 


preach'd on the ſame Text by Mr. Olzver Bowlis, an. 1643. be- 


fore the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament at Lo. 
I have ſeen the printed Sermon compared with the Notes of 
what was preach'd, and I afſure you Mr. Gabriel made an &x- 
at Repetition, and followed his Authour verbatize fo far as 
was fit for his purpoſe, only he left out ſome: things in the 
Cloſe of Mr. Bowlzs's Sermon, and added fome bitter Reflect. 
ons on the Epiſcopal Party. AED) Ne 
There was a Parallel carried on betwixt Presbytery and 
that Miracle of our Saviour in WPPIOg the Buyers and Sel- 
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| Ters ont of the Temple 3 the ſetting up Presbytery at this time. 


was compared to the Work of the Reformation, and. was made 
a more.wonderful and ſffgral AF of Providence. The Epiſcopal 
Party were called formal and nominal Proteſtants, who profeſſang 
to retain the Fundamentals, did pervert and corrupt the very Do- 
Arine and all the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, The Presbyteri- 
ans you know can never have their fill of Preaching, and there- 


Fore a ſingle Sermon was not thought ſufficient to open their 


Aſſembly, but they returned in the Afternoon, where 'Mr. Pa- 
trick Simon preached, on 3. Zach. 7, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, if thou wilt walk in my Ways, and if thou wilt keep my 
Charge, then thou ſhalt alſo judg my Houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep my 
Cuurts, and I will give the Places to walk, among theſe that ſtand 
by, When his Matter and Expreſſion were conlidered, - no. 


body thought his Sermon was borrowed as that in the fore- * 
noon had been, for it was Presbyterian Stuff courſe enough. 


He aſcribed to their Meeting a Supremacy abſolute and im- 
mediate next under Chrilt. 7 | He! 
After both: Sermons they went to the Place appointed for 
the Aſſembly; Mr, Gabriel Cuxninghame opened the Meet- 
ing with a Prayer, after which he made a Complement to the 
King's Commiſſioner, and defired that his Commiſtion might 


be ſeen and read. 'Fhie Commiſſioner having produc'd his Com- 
' miſſion, he deſired that every one might alſo ſhew theirs; which 


occaſioned a confuſed Jangling for ſome time. The next thing 
they fell upon was the chuling of the Moderator, for Mr. Ga- 
briel could no longer preſide, it being againſt their Principles 
to allow. a-conſtant Moderator. For Perſons were in Nomi- 


' nation, the firſt was Mr. George Carpbel Miniſter at Drumfries , 


whoſe CharaGQeer I have given you before 3 the next was 
Mr. Gilert ' Rule, who formerly paſs'd under the name of 
Dr, Rule becauſe of his praQuſing Medicine 3 he: fat in. the A(- 


_cmbly as.Commiſhoner from the Colledg at Edinburgh, where 


ke was lately 1nſtalled Principal, in the room of the reverend 
and learned Dr. Moxro, In the laſt times-of Presbytery he 
was an Independent, but now he ſeems to own no ſuch thing, 
but preſſth.the Presbyterian Government as of Divine Inſtitu. 
Ve ATR. | tion : 
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tion : He is of great Authority among his Party, and is-reckon- 
ed by them a learned and judicious-man; but firſt he ſeems 
not to have the Latine Tongue, for he oft woundeth Priſcias, 
and hath ſolittle Command of that Language, that he dare nor 
extend his Prayers before the Students above two or three 
Sentences, which when obſerved made one wiſh that all the 
Presbyterians were obliged to pray in Latin,: and then they 
would not be ſo tedious, nor vent ſo much Nonferfe in their 
Prayers, as'moſt of them now uſe to do : Again, the things he 
hath publiſhed diſcover no ſmall Ignorance; witneſs, his ſilly 


Gloſs on that Expreſſion of $. Jerome 3 Quid facit Epiſcopus,ex- 


cept4 Ordinatione, quod Presbyter non faciat : Where he maketh 
Ordinatio to be the ordering of the Meetings of the Clergy. 


* He alſo publiſhed a Pamphlet, wherein he 


repreſented the Principles and Practices of Pl. Expoſition of 
Presbyteriansz which is a very weak and Th lay ig | 
empty Paper full of Contradictions, where- -. of his pretended A4n- 
in the Scripture is. groſly wreſted, and et Es 
wherein ſeveral things are obtruded as cer- prawn, ant 
tain and of great Importance, which have 
no Foundation either in Scripture, Reafon, or Antiquity. 
As.by this it appears that his Learning 1s not great, though 
he hath had the Boldnefſs to enter the liſts with Dr. Srill;ng feet,” 
ſo he hath often in his Sermons vented himſelf bitterly againſt 
the Epiſcopal Party. os ins 
A third Perſon was Mr, Meldrum once Miniſter at Aberdeez , 
but who hath preach'd at a. Meeting-Houſe in the Weſt ever 
fince the Indulgence granted by King James. He indeed en- 
tred the Miniſtry in times of Presbytery , but he alſo compli- 
ed with Epiſcopacy when it was reſtored. He at firſt toge- 
ther with Mr. Johzz Menzies Profeſſor of Divinity at Aberdeen, - 
did hefitate upon the Oath of Canonical Obediencez which 
Biſhop Mitchel of Aberdeen would by no means allow ; ſo that 
they both ran a riſque of being deprivid, But afterwards up- 
ona Conference at S. Aydrews withthe Archbiſhop of that See, 
who it ſeems dealt ſomewhat ſmoothly with them, they both - 
ſubſcribed: the'Oath of Canonical Obedience, and were ſent 
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back to the Biſhop of Aberdeer with recommendatory Letters 
from the Primatez upon which they were admitted to their 
Places, which the one kept till his Death, and the'other till 
the Oath of the Teſt. Tam told that Mr. Meldrum denies the 
matter of Fa&, and will not acknowledg that ever he took. 
the Oath of Canonical Obedience, but the thing 1s too noto- 
rious to be denyed ;, for as the Primate of S. Andrews afſſur'd 
the Biſhop of Aberdeen of it by a Letter under his hand, of 
which Mr. Meldram himſelf was the Bearer 3 ſo the Biſhop 
of Aberdeen to make their Compliance as publick and exem- 
plary as he thought. their demurring and refuſal had been. 
ſcandalous, before he remitted them- to the Exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry, .caufed a publick Intimation of their Subſcription to 
be made in the old Church of new Aberdeen, which Intima- 
tion. was made by Dr. Keith afterwards Profeſſor of Divinity 
at Edinburgh, which certainly would not have been done, if 
the matter of Fa& had not been certain : Eſpecially if it be 
conſider that they themſelyes, tho preſent, did not offer to 
contradict it. When this rigorous Proceeding of the Biſhops 
againſt them was in ordinary Diſcourſe complained of; he de- 
fended himſclt by an o/d Scotch Proverb, which is, That a fid- 
ging Mare ſhould be well girded: And it has been told me the 
Subſcriptions both of Mr. Merzies and Mr. Meldrum are till 
extant. However Mr. Meldrum payed true Canonical Obedi- 
ence, as much as any other Miniſter, to the Biſhop of Aberdeen, 
and lived in particular Friendſhip with Biſhop Scowgal, who 
facceeded in that See: he. frequented the Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods, ſubmitted to their Acts, and afliſted ſeveral times when 
the Biſhop ordained, and ſo far deſerted the Principles of the 
Covenant and our Scottiſh Presbiteryans , that he ſwore and 
ſubſcribed the Declaration, when he was admitted Rector of 
the Mariſhat College of Aberdeen, It cannot be denied but 
that he carried himſelf well, and gained the good Opinion of 
all, while he kept his Place, and even after he had left it for 
not taking the Teſt, he.did not deſert the Church, + nor re- 
Nnounce. Communion with the Epiſcopal Party, until the time 


that King James diſcharged the taking of Oaths, and —_ 
b | 5 | | L 
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| e&d the Laws which enafted them, and then becauſe he way 
not permitted to return to the Exercife of his Miniſtry at Aber- 
deen, tho he was allowed to go any where elſe, he became fo 
 picqu'd and offended at the Biſhops, whom he apprehended: 
were the Cauſe thereof, that he preſently ſtruck in with the 
Presbyterians, and either to make his Change appear the more 
ſincere, or becauſe he had really alter'd his Judgment and the 
Principles he formerly profeſs'd, he hath broke of all corre- 
 ſpondence with the Epiſcopal Party, though ſome of them were 
his moſt intimate Acquaintance, and as Occaſion offer'd vent- 
ed himſelf as bitterly and ſeverely againſt them, as any Pres- 
byterian whatſoever. And when he was laſt at Aberdeer, tho 
he was kindly and civilly invited by his old Colleagues to 
"take their Pulpit, yet he would never preach for them, nor 
ſo much as hear them ; but choſe rather to go preach in the 
Meecting-Houſe, where he exhorted the People to Thankful- 
neſs for the deliverance of the Land from Prelacy, and to be 
earneſt jn' their Prayers that it might never return again. In 
him we have an apparent Inſtance, how great a Temptation 
even to a judicious Man Picque and Intereſt and Popularity 
do oftentimes prove. - At firſt he pretended that he would 
only attempt to reclaim the deluded People of the Weſt from 
their Errors and Extravagancies, who (he ſaid) had been loſt 
for want of good and ous Mimſters amongſt them 3 bue 
it was plainly foretold by a Perfon of Quality and great Worth, 
' that it would-appear he could not work upon them, but that 
they would inſnare him, and bring him over to all their Foole- 
ries. | 
The fourth and laſt Perſon was one Mr. Hugh Kennedy, who 
1s uſually called Father Kennedy by the Phanaticks here, and 
by others Bitter Beard: he is of a little Stature, but ſuch a 
one as has made a great Buſtle in his time; he.was a Ring- 
leader of the Remonſtrator-Party, and with the Scottiſh Ar- 
my at Newcaſtle, when they delivered up King Charles I. and re- 
cayed a part of the Price of his Blood, as is commonly re- 
ported fix thouſand Marks. In the Year 1660 he was depo- . 
fed by a Synod of Presbyterians for ſeveral Crimes z eſpecial 
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1y for beivg a Firebrand among his Brethren, 'and for 'a Book 
entituled The Canſes of Gods Wrath upon Scotland, which Sen- 


tence of Depoſition was never taken off, till the laſt day but 


one of this Aſſembly, as you ſhall hear afterwards, 


-* Theſe were the four Perſons nominated to preſide in the Aſ. 


ſembly-3 when it came to the Vote, Mr. Gilbert Rule had four 
or five; Mr. Geo, Me/drum one; Mr. George Campbel forty 
eight; but the moſt were-in favour of Mr.-Hugh Kennedy, 
and ſo-the Chair was aflign'd to him, who: came ſhort-of the 
-reſt-in Learning, yet ſurpaſſed them in-Subtilty and Malice. 
Having choſen a Moderator, the next thing requiſite was a 
*Clerk, they appointed Mr. John Spalding, who had been Clerk 
to the General Meeting, to officiate in the interim till they 
'Mould-chuſe one, but he continued all the time of the Aſſem- 
bly, for there were ſo many Competitors for the Clerk(hip; 
-and each of them had ſuch Intereſt by their Friends in the Af: 


ſembly, rhat they durſt never put it to the hazard of a Vote, 


for fear of dividing the Aſſembly ; the Competitors were as 
' wwe; heard, Merſingtor, Corſrigge, two Lords of the Seſlion 


Park Hay, the famous Fames Stewart, and one Kerr. 
In this Aſſembly there .was an hundred and eighty Perſons, 


'Clergy and Laity. There were no Commiſſioners from the 


Shires of Argus, Meres, Aberdeen, or any of the more Nor- 
thern Parts of the Kingdom ; and even. ſeveral Places on the 


North fide of Tay had none; only here and there in a Corner, 


where the Presbyterians had ſeated themfelves, and aſſumed 


the name of a Presbytery, there were one or two choſen and 


\ 


'Commiſſionated to repreſent them in the Aſfembly. None 
of the Univerſities or Colleges had any Repreſentatives there, 
fave that 'of Edinbargh, whom Mr. Gzlbert Rule repreſented 3 
{d that this was no more a General Aſſembly of the Church 


_ of Scotland, than that of Trent can be called a General Coun- 


cil of the Catholick Church 3 nor did any-other Spirit rule in 


- the one than what: prevailed in the other, 1 mean a Spirit of 


Faction, Intereſt and Prejudice, as will appear by the Con- 
fideration- of their Proceedings, though there were Prayers e- 
nough put up for another Spirit, if they had been diſpoſed 
for It. RES a 


—- 


| (23) 
The Presbyterians of Scotland have always conteſted with 
Kings about the Power of calling, adjourning and diſſolving A/- 
ſemblies, They pretend to an 1ntrinfick Power in themſelves 
i this matter, to which, (as Mr, Rule ſays in his Repreſenta- 
tion, @&c.) that of the Magiſtrate 1s cumulative, and not pri- 
yative. The adjuſting of this Matter therefore was. the firſt 
Difficulty brought before the Moderator, and no ſmall Tryal 


of his Skill; for as in- the one hand they had all the Reaſons. _ 


tn the World 'to complement and gratify the King ; ſo on the 
other it is well known the Presbyterians are very tenacious- 
of their pretended Rights, and very jealous of Encroachments 
upon them, which makes them: cautious of giving Precedeats. 
Now. this Difficulty he reſolved thus, he ſuffered the Com-. 
miſſioner to appoint the time of their Meeting, and without 
taking notice of what the Commiſſioner had done, he himſelf 
adjourned-rhem to the ſame time 3 ſometimes alſo to comple- 
ment the Commiſſioner be would ſo cunningly ſmooth- the - 
buſineſs, as when he had reſolved upon the time of their Meet- 
ing, he would firſt ask the Commiſſioner if his Grace could 
attend them at ſuch a time, and then adjourn to the ſaid time ;- 
ſo they always agreed about the time of their Meetings, and 
by this means the Debate betwixt them-and the King was wa-. 
ved, and never decided.. There happened a pleaſant Paſſage - 
to this Purpoſe, which I muſt not omit 5 Mr. Gabr. Cunnine- 
hame preſiding one day in the abſence of the ordinary Mode. 
rator, he asked the Commiſſioner what ſhould be the next. 
> time of their Meeting 3 but whether it was out of Forgetfulneſs 
that he did fo or not, he corref&ed. himſelf in his Prayer. For -* 
he began with an acknowledgment of Chriſt Jeſus being ſupreme 
Head and Governour of the Church, and then ſaid theſe Words, 
T hou knoweſt, O Lord, that when we own any other, it-is only. 
for Decency ſake. Shes 
The next day they met,: and only heard the King's Letter 
read, and appointed ſome Perſons to draw up an Anſwer. We + 
expected to have ſeen both in Print, as is uſual, but neither - 
of then has been as yet publiſhed, becauſe, as 18- ſuppoſed; . 
there was ſomething in the King's Letter a little checking, . - 


- 4 "XV . 


| ES. -: — 
Which they would not have every one to know, viz. "That 
he favoured their Government, becauſe he was made to underſtand 
it was moſt agreeable to the Inclinations of the People; that he 
would have them very moderate in their Proceedings, and do no- 
thing wbich might diſpleaſe their neighbour Church : This laſt 
did not go down well with them, for it troubled them to 
be made in any ways accountable to-a Church, which in all 
their Diſcourſes they exclaimed againſt as ſuper/itious and 3do. 
latrous, and into which they are defigning to introduce their _ 
glorious Reformation. Neither was the firft very acceptable, 
for if the Inclinations of the People were the Motive of ſet- 
ting up Presbyterian Government, when it ſhould ( asit very 
ealily might) be repreſented, that the Inclinations of the'Peo- 
ple were againſt Presbytery, and the Spirit and rattice Pof the 
preſent Presbyterians, his Majeſty might be moved to remove 
this, and ſet up another Government. Therefore in their An- 
{wer they aflerted that their Government was not only ſute- 


ableto the Inclinations of the People, but alſo molt agreeable 
to ho Word of God, and that this might not be looked upon 


merely as the Flouriſh of an Epiſtle, they deſign'd to back it 
with the Authority of an A& 3 which ſhould declare their 
Covernment both of Divine Right, and alſo the true Legal Go. 
vernment of this Church, which they pretended had never 
ſuffered any Alteration, except in time of Ulurpation, Tyran- 
ny and great Oppreſſhon, But the Commiſſioner apprehend- 
ing the Conſequences of ſuch an At, thought it not fit to 
let the ſame paſs, without Advice from Court ; and therefore 
delired a Copy of it to ſend to the. King his Maſter, who ir 
ſeems did not approve of it: For it never more appeared here; 
- at Which the Brethren have not a little murmured. And if 
| it had paſſed, as it would not have contributed much to the - 
Eſtabliſhment of their Government, it being the ACt of ſo in- 
conſiderable an Aſſembly; ſo it would. only have diſcovered 
their Ignorance, Falſhood and Impudence ::For it is clear from 
our Hiſtories (as was declared in a late Diſcourſe) that Pres- 
bytery heretofore was never ſetled but 1n times of Rebellion 
. and what Enetaies our Scottifþ Presbyterians have been always 
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(33); 
to Kings, and how much they were wont to encourage Re- 
bellion King Jemes VT. has from his Experience fully and plain- 
ly declared, in his Baſilicon Doren, where he cautions his Son 
againſt them as the moſt barbarous,. treacherous and. perfidi- 
ous ſort of People, who are leſs to. be truſted than the thieving 
Borderers, or the wildeſt uncivilized Highlanders. The Argu- 
ment alſo, which Sir James Montgomery of Skelmorly uſed for 
Presbytery in the Parhament, ſhews how much it favours Mo- 
narchy and Kingly Power, which was this, That it was the 
Peoples only Security againſt the Encroachment of Kings, und 
a proper Curb to reſtrain their Inſolence and Extravagancy 
And indeed when they are encouraped, they fo reſtrain them 
as to make them ſignify nothing, as appears by their Behavi- 
our to King Jemes VI. before he went to Eglard, and what 
they did to King Charles I. -whom they perſecuted and 
purſued to Death. As to the Moderation which his Maje- 
{ty required of them , they promiſed with a ſolemn Atteſta- 
tion, that they would ſtew ail the Moderation that his Majeſty 
could expe; which when conſidered was not a very great 
Obligation on them 3 for if the King underſtand them aright, 
his ExpeQation will be very ſmall, Moderation being very 

rarely to be found among Presbyterians. It | 
It being an old Cuſtom of general Aſſemblies to eaſe the 
Miniſters of the Place-where they meet from preaching, they 
ordered this day who ſhould preach the following Surday, 
and when they were appointing Preachers for the reſt of the 
Churches and. Meeting-Houſes in Edinburgh, one + + Colrneſ 
ſtood np, and ſaid 3, It was fit to fend: Miniſters to ue 

the Conformiſts Kirks too: But. the, Moderator, perceiving 
the Commiſſioner diſpleaſed at the Propofa),. replyed 5 That 

they ſought none of their Help, and they ſhould get as little. The 

firſt that preached in the. Hish Church before the Commilli- 

oner, was Mr, Geo, Meidruz:, whoſe Text was Philip. 4. Ver. 

5. The Sermon was framed to pleaſe the various Humours 

of Men, and to recommend himſelf to Perſons of different 
Tempers, for the general Drift of it ſeemed to. be for Mode- 
ration, which both the Court Ln all good diſcreet: People 
called 
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(34) 
caſed for ; yet he cantion'd'it with ſuch 'Reftridtions and Ex- 
ceptions- as that he might guſtifie himſelf with the more ri- 
vid, and prevent their jealoulics and ſuſpicions of him: 'He 
who preached the Sunday following '( if my Memory fail not) 
was one Hamilton, who was ſomewhat ſingular in his reckon- 
ing the Years-during which we of this Nation have been' de- 
prived of the Goſpel; for-whereas the reſt :of the Presbyte- 
rians reckon but 28, viz. from the Reſtauration ofthe'Royal 
Family and Epiſcopacy, he ran'iten Years/farther backward, 
and made it 38, leaving People 'to guts his reaſon, and 
when the Matter was enquired into, 'it was found that he 


dated the want 'of 'the Goſpel from the Year 1652. becauſe 


fince that time they never had' a General Aſſembly, and then 
too they were not ſuffered to fit, forithe Engliſh Governor 


| here raiſed them, becauſe they hadi'no'Warrant from Crozwel, 


and carried them out ſurrounded with Guards to Brurtsfield- 
Links, where: he diſmiſſed them with a ſevere threatening, 


if any three of them ſhould be found together. . It would be 


tedious'to give you 'a particular account of! all the' Sermons 
which were preached here in the time of the Aſſembly, but 
in general I aſſure yon they were-very nauſcating-to all ra- 
tional Perſons, for except one or two preached by Mr. Car- 


Fairs and Mr. Robery Wyllie, they were either miſerably flat 


and dull, orelfe full of bitter Zeal agarnit the Epiſcopal Party; 
Inftead of' the DoGQrins'anid Duties of Chriſtianity, the ex- 
cellency and divine Inſtitution of their- Governmerit was the 
fabje& of their Diſcourſes, and when they happened on any 
neceſlary or weighty Point of Religton, they treated them in 
fach a manner, as if they had deſign to burleſque Religion, 
and render it ridiculous, which gave a great advantage to 
atheiſtical and profane Men : So it 1s obſerved that Religion 
doth ſuffer more now by the ſetting up of the-Presbytertans, 
than it did or was like to have fuffer'd tn this Nation 'by the 
attempts of the Jeſuits and other Papiſts a little while ago 3 for 
then it fell out that People ſearch'd and confidered the Points 
of their Religion, and they that were ignorant of the Truth 
or dif-believed it, came to underſtand it, and to be con- 
| og : vinced 
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vinced of it, and were refolvedto be ſtedfaſt 'in the defence of 
it, whereas now the Contelt being about Forms of Government, 
and Diſcipline, which. generally People look upon as mat- 
ters of lefler moment, all enquiry: into. the important Points 
is Jaid- afide, and: ſeeing there is ſuch Hypocrifie and Igno- 
ranice among theſe very Men who. ſet up themſelves for the 
peculiar. People of God, and that they who would be 
thought as 1t were inſpired, or at leaſt of all others moſt aQ- 
ed by the Spirit of God, are guiity. of baſe -and unworthy 
AIOne; this cempts- People to think all Religion a ſham and 
cheat. Ot 0 | 

On Mezday. the twenty fifth they. met at eight a Clock 
of the Morning for Prayer only, Some ſay' eight, others ten, 
and ſome that eleven prayed ſucceſſively : ' One told me he 
ſtayed till five of them prayed, however they continued to 
pray from eight.to twelve. The Moderator began, and when 
he ended he named the perſon who ſhould pray next, and e- 
very one did the like till Dinner time. Among others' who 
were deſired to pray there was an old Man who at firſt declin- 
Ed it, pretending a bodily indiſpoſition, but when it was-voted 
he ſhould pray, he fell to ir, and prayed longer a great deal 
- than any, of the:reſt, This Exerciſe. of long! and continued 
Prayer was i{ounuſua), that it became preſently the talk of the 
Town, :and people had different Sentiments about it, and put 
_ various Conſtructions upon it : Some ſaid they were praCtiting 
What our .Lord condemned, $S.. Matth. 6. confidering that 
their Prayers generally are but Babling'and vain Repetitions, 
Others that they,wereimitating the * Popiſh , 71s of 
Maſſes... Sqme dreaded: the: eftets 'of theſe ;hich are ſaid in a 
Prayers when they called to mind the cuſtom Morning one oftor 
of their Predeceffors,: who uſed to uſher in ©" 

ſome Villany by./Faſting and\ſuch ſolemn Prayers, as 7 acitus re- 
ports.of Nero, that when he'folemnly conſulted the Gods, it 
was, a certain lign'that he intended ſome cruel and bloody En- 
terprize.: /Butthe more probable ſeemed to be that this was to 
py themſelves, if. poſſible, into a moderate Temper, as the 


ry 


ing's: Letter required, or: to vindicate their:want-of it, as be- 
_ ing 
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ing more agreeable to the mind of God, ſeeing it was deny'd 


them after ſo many Prayers. To this purpoſe one of them had a 
very. remarkable Expreſſion in his Prayer 3 for, having in com- 
pliance with the ret put'up forte petitions for Moderation, at 
laſt he concludes with theſe words, Bur, O 

* That is torurnall Yord! tobe free, it would be better tomake 
= wi joe CEP | aclean * hoxſe, This Week they appointed 
. Committees for the ſeyeral Affairs that were 

before them, which fat at their own'convenience, and now and 
then they met in full Aſſembly, but they paſs'd away the time 


without doing any thing conſiderable, fo that ſome began to 
-apply to them, Parturinnt' Montes, &c. The Moderator laid the 
blame of it: on: the ill attendance of the Members of the AC. 


ſembly, and the ſlow Proceedings of the Committee; but 
the true reaſon was, That they were reſtrained by the Inſtru- 


' Ctions ſent from Court, and the fears of encreaſing the cla- 


mours and prejudices of” the Country, as alſo they were ſome- 
what:retarded by- the unskilfulneſs of their Brethren in ma- 
naging Affairs of this Nature. The 'Old Men having for a 
long time been diſuſed, and the Younger Sort wanting expe- 
rence; there were beſides ſome little differences among the 
Brethren, tho the Moderator .did all he could+ to ſmother 
them3 for when there! was any. appearance of the leaſt Jar, 
he referred the matter which 'was like to occaſion it, back to 
the Committee to be further conſidered, 'ard then as on all 
other occaſions in his Prayer he thanked God for the Ozeneſs 
that was among them, : For they endeavour'd to make the 
World believe that there" was great:Harmony'in their Aſſem- 
bly which. they talked'of -with: a! great deal of Fondnefs and 
Vanity, eſpecially when the Cameronian Party joyrn'd them- 
{elves to them, tho 1t may be juſtly' ſaid that matters were 
rather hudled up betwixt them,/:than any true Union effe&- 
ed, and if the cunning of the Moderator Had nbt prevented 
it, the Breach; was like to have: been/widerz For'the twa 
Perſons that appear'd for the Cameroniatis, viz. Mr: Shzels, 
and Mr. Linzez gave in two\Papers, one! of Overtures; and 


another defending their Practices as being moſt agreeable to 


: the 
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- the Pradtices- @f the true Presbyterians, and upbraiding the 
reſt as deſerting and apoſtatizing from them, which refle&ed 
on, all' that ſat there, and yet they offered in' the face of the 
Aſembly to make good and juſtifie the ſame. ' At firſt the 
Moderator checkt. and rebuk'd them, but perceiving they 
would not ſubmit themſelves, they were firſt ſent out, and 
then after ſome time call'd 1n again,. and taken by the hand 
and deſired to fit down: with the reſt, without entering up-_ 
on any debate. _ He told them upon their ſecond appearance, 
that he knew they meaned well, and had done them ſervice, 
and that they did expect good from them, tho at firſt he ſaid 
they were raſh young Men, who had done much hurt to the 
Church. The Sunday following both the Cameronians at 
Reftalridge, and the. other Brethren in the Pulpits of the 
Town, preach.d. upon this Agreement and Union of the 
Parties. "The latter gave God thanks for it, and the former 
juſtified themſelves, and declared that thereby they had nei- 
ther condemned their own former Pradtices, -nor yet ap- 
_ proved of the Corruptions that were among their Brethren. 
The Cameronians in the Country having got information of 
this Union, ſent fame of their number to the Aſſembly with 
ſome Papers, who were not allowed to come in before the 
Aſſembly, but ſome. of the Brethren were ſent out to confer 
with them, who received their Papers, and giving them fair 
Words, . diſmiſſed them. The Papers having never. been _pub- 
lickly produc'd, the Contents of them were not known. ..... 
As to the Afﬀair which came before the Aſſembly, the. 
firſt thing remarkable was the Buſineſs of Mr. Gabriel Simple: 
which took up ſome days;. He had received a Call (as the 
Word is) both from the People of Jedburgh, and alſo from 
thoſe of Xillpatrick, and each of them petition'd the Aſſembly 
for. him, b<cauſe of Spiritual Sibneſs and Paſtoral Relation! 
which they had to. bim; At the ſame time there was an-Ad- 
dreſs read_fiom no. leſs than twelve. Parifhes in Northumber- 
land, as, was pretended, deſiring that the ſaid My. Gabriel 
might not be taken from them, be having taken compaſſion on. 
them when they lay weltering in their Blood, and no Eye to pity 
vi ' them, 
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them, and ſewing that England was over-gone with" Briars 
and Thorns which would over-run Scotland too if My. Gabriel 
did not weed them ont, that by Mr. Gabriel's. care twelve Pa- 
riſhes were welb provided, which could not be ſo. well doxe by any 
ordinary Man ; That he had been twenty four Tears among then: 
which was ſufficient to found a Paſtoral Relation, Mr. Gilbert 
Ryle ſeconded this Addreſs, and pleaded: for thoſe: of Nor- 
thumberland, that they might have the benefit of Mr. Gabriel ; 
alltteing, that 'it war Charity to plant the Goſpel in England, 
and he declar'd thet he knew not only twelve Pariſhes, but that 


% 


_ for fifty Mites they wanted the Word of God; For (faid he) 


betwixt Berwick and New-Caſltle there was leſs praftice of 
Piety, than amongſt Papiſts, or Heathens, and therefore it was 


fit to ſend Miniſters among them, he concluded his Diſcourſe thus, 


That as we ought to plant the Goſpel where-ever we can, ſo the 
Presbyterians of England having now a Liberty granted them 
by King and Parliament they might very well call back ſuch as 
had: been driven in amongſt them in time of Perſecution.” To 
this laſt-the Moderator reply'd, Mr. Gilbert, What if they 
ſhould call you ? And: when he anſwer'd, that perhaps be would 
#her go, he ſaid to him, Mr. Gztbert, 7 do not think you ſo 
great a Fool. But as to Mr. Gabriel the Moderator and the 
generality of-the Aſſembly were for calling him back to Srot- 
laid, alledgitig that Charity began at home, when they had 
reaſon'd a long while upon ie Nitter too and again, Mr, A7rk- 
jon ſtood up and ſaid, What needs this ado'? For he had 
heard that Mr. Gabriel durſt not return to Northumberland, 
there being an Order from ſeveral Juſtices of Peace to ap- 
prehend tim, which Mr. Gabriel confefsd to. be trne, This 
decided:the matter as to Northnmaberland, annd' ſhewed that 
Mr. Gabriel would have had his forc'd. retarn coloured with a 
Solemm' invitation; and when it came to be confider'd, whi- 
thet Fedbrrgh or Killpatrick ſhould have 
ed his -own' Inclinations before it. came'to a Vore, telling thar 
Kirkpatrick had no Manſe for him, neither could he maitts 


tain a Horſe at it, when the Votes were a ſtating Mr. Gabriel 
Crnminghan deſired the Moderator to pray for drowning the 
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him; 'he difcover- 


(-39) 
n0iſe of the Aſſembly; But Mr. Kirktoun anſwereu, What needs 
all this fool Praying, it was not the Cuſtom to pray at every 
thing, {o they paſt immediately to voting, and the Votes 
carried it for Jebbargh, which no doubt was according to- 
Mr. Gabriel's own defire, 

" The next great Aﬀair was the removing Mr. George Camp- 
bel from being Miniſter at Drumwfries to be Profeſlor of Di- 
_ vinity at Edinburgh, which was made vacant by the Viſita- 
tion of the College, for that Dr. Strachan could not comply 
with the Terms requir'd 1n the AQ of Parliament. The Ma- 
giſtrates of Edinburgh being Patrons of the place gave a Call 
co Mr. Carpbel, which was backed by the earneſt invitation 
of ſome others about the Town. He indeed deſerves the 
place better than any of that Party having qualifications of 
Learning and Modeſty beyond what is uſual to. be found a- 
monglſt them. But as the People of Dramfries were not wil- 
ling to part with him, ſo neither was he willing of himſelf 
to ſettle at Edinburgh in his old decaying Years, eſpecially 
when he perceived fuch {trong prejudices againſt the Presby- 
terian Party to encreaſe. The matter was referr'd to the AL 
ſembly where it was long and hotly debated. The neceſfity 
and importance of training up Youth was alledged for his 
coming to Edinburgh, but he on the 'other hand ſaid, he was 
more'capable of doing good at Dramfries, and had ſtronger 
ties and obligations to that place, and at laſt added that he 
not only had not the inward call to accept of the Profeſſion of 
Divinity, but did-find in himſelf an inward averfion and 
backwardnels thereto, which he thought ſhould not be (Jight- 
ed; for there was in it not only ay8pomyoy m: but @aoy m, which 
occalion'd the matter of the inward call to be conſidered 
and debated. Mr. Ryle faid, That zt corſifted in the internal 

walifications for the place, and the outward harmonious Call 
of the Church, and that as they were Judges of the firſt, ſo the 
laſs would be known by putting it to a Yote : adding, That the 
Sririt of God was a harmonious Spirit, and that the Spirit of the 
Prophets was ſubje® to the Prophets, Mr. Campbel replyd, 
That he,put a wrong Gloſs on the Place, but however ie 
__ wou 
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would not debate it now. It was referred back to the Com - 
mittee and confidered again in a full Aſſembly, and at laſt th 
matter was put to a Vote, having before they colleqed th 
Votes prayed for direttion therein, By the Votes it was car- 
ried that he ſhould come-to Edizbargh; tho it was obſerved 
that the more judicious part were againſt his coming, being 
prevail'd upon by the weight of his own Arguments. How- 
ever after they had refolved upon his coming, they allowed 
him till La2»as following to remove himſelf and his Famil 
{ as ſome ſay) as others would have, that he might in this 
time bring his mind to cloſe with the Call of the Aſſembly, 
becauſe he had ſaid, he would leave the Kingdom rather than 
obey. 

X diy or two after the Deciſion of this buſineſs concernin 
Mr. Campbel,there came a Commiſſion from the Town of S. 4s 
drews to My Lord Crawford to repreſent them in the Aflembly : 
The Moderator uſher'd it in with a great Commendation o f 
his Lordſhip, and the manifold Obligations which they had 
to him, and regreted he had not been a Member of their A(- 
ſembly ſooner, and that he had not his Commiſſion from a 
Presbytery 3 for which, he ſaid, the Presbytery of Couper par- 
ticularly ſhould be rebuked, in that they had neglefed him. 
But the reaſon was, ( as I told you before) that it was expect- 
ed he ſhould have been Commiſhoner for the King. When 
this Commiſſion was read, My Lord Crawford, ( whoſe Joy 
for which was to be ſeen in his Countenance) ſtood up, and 
made a Diſcourſe about the Weight and Importance'of that 
Truſt, and of his Unworthineſs to be a Member of that Vene- 


| Table Aſſembly, and defired that they might allow him the 


favour which they had granted to Mr, George Campbel, which 
was to. have till La»:»zas next to adviſe on it : His Lordſhi 
not knowing well what to ſay, but thinking he was obliged 
ro-ſay ſomething, fell on this Impertinencez- which moved the 
Spleen of the Affembly, and made them ſpoil the gravity of 


their Meeting: And indeed who could forbear laughing, to 


hear one make a ſcruple of ating by Commiſſion, when he 
had made none to at without one; officiouſly atteading the 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral Seffions of the Aſſembly, and patticular Committees, 
and giving his Opinion in all the Matters that came before 
them. And what a ridiculous thing was it, to ask Nine Months | 
time to adviſe whether he ſhould be a Member of a Meeting 
which was to be intirely diſſolved within a fortnight. 

After they had (at ten or twelve days, they received a Pe- 
tition from two Perſons, the one was called Smith, the other 
Grieve, in name of the Town of Duzdee. In the Petition, which 


was drawn up accarding to their uſual Canting Stile, they 


complain'd of their want of the Miniſtry there, and deſired that 
ſome might be ſent to them to preach the Goſpelz upon this 
the Commiſhoner asked if the Epiſcopal Miniſters of that 
place were legally turned out ; and it being replyed that they 
were deprived by the Privy Council a year ago; the Mode- 
rator was ſuffered to-proceed in the buſineſs, who preſſed it 
with great Earneſtneſs, telling the Aſſembly, that he knew 
that not only in D#xdee, but that in all Angus the Goſpel was 
not preach'd, and that there was no true Miniſter there, tho- 
he and all the World beſides knew, that except one or two 
Churches all the reſt of that Shire have Miniſters ſetled in them, 
who daily exerciſe their FunCtions, but indeed they are Ept- 
{copal Miniſters ; whom netther he, nor others of that party 
make any account of, tor on all Occaſions they fo expreſs them- 
ſelves, as if the Goſpel and Miniſtry were confin'd to the Pres- 
byterian Kirk. But to return to the'buſineſs of Dandee and 
Angus, Mr. Andrew Bowie, and one Mr. Reiel declared to the 
Aſlembly, That they had been in that Country already by an Or- 
der from the General Meeting, but that they had no inconrage- 
ment from that People, on the contrary they bad met with great 

iſcouragements, aud perceived that they were ſo averſe and indiſ- 
poſed for receiving the Goſpel, that it was needleſs to ſend any to: 
them ; for they would not get an Auditory except in a Kirk,, and 
the People would not give them the Keys of the Kirk: doors, nor ad- 
mit of thera except they were compell'd by Authority. To which 
the Moderator replyed, Brethren, as you have made an Offer of 
the Goſpel to theme in the name of the General Meeting, ſs you 
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"*muſt-now go and offer it in the name of the General Aſſembly ; and 
added, That they wonld recomment the Afair to the Privy Coun- 
cil, who would certainly ſee to their encouragement, and to have 
- the Keys of ſome Kirk or other given them. As for Dundee, 
which was ſaid to be generally refratory, the Moderator ſaid, 
They could arid would plant Miniſters and Elders therein, whe- 
they the Town Council would or not, Which if it be not an In- 
truſion, let the World judg: When-it was defired that ſome 
-others might be added to. theſe two Brethren, Mr.. William 
Spence ſometime Miniſter of Glezdover was named by ſeveral, 
which was oppoſed by others, becauſe the removing of him 
' would leave the Presbytery of Aughterarder without a Pyorum, 
as I mentioned before ; however after ſome Debate, it was 
carried he ſhould go: And other three allo were appointed 
ro be in readineſs upon advertiſement of the ſucceſs and en- 
couragement of theſe Brethren. As for this Mr. Williazz Spence, 
one of the Apoſtles for Angus he ſerved ſome years under Epi- 
ſcopacy,. but having deſired an Augmentation of his Stipend, 
and it being refuſed 3 he conceived a Picque at the Biſhops, 
becauſe they gave him not (as be judged) due Afliſtance be- 
fore the Commiſſion of the Kirk, which he firſt vented by paſ-_ 
fing ſevere Reflections upon them, and afterwards he grew 
to that height, that he diſperſed Papers beſpattering both 
them and the Government, aud addreſſed to the Presbytery 
ſor a Reformation : His Fellow Presbyters endeavoured to 
reclaim him, and to ſuppreſs his Libels, but their Attempts 
being in vain, the Matter was carried before the Biſhop and 
Synod of Dumblaze, who finding him obſtinate depoſed him, 
and afterwards upon: his further Contumacy and Diſobedi- 
ence excommunicated him, which Cenſure was never yet ta- 
ken off, becauſe he never ſ{hewed any Repentance, neither 

made any Application about it. | 

Shortly after the receiving of this Petition from Duzdee, 
there came a Letter to the Aſſembly from Aberdeen ſubſcri- 
bed by ſome Phanaticks there 3 who, I aſſure you, in that 
Place are neither conſiderable for Number, nor Quality. Yoo 
Letter 


C99) 

Letter was to the fame purpoſe, - deſiring the Aſſembly to 
fend them Miniſters, and complaining that they had : want- 
ed the Goſpel for Thirty Years. Mr. George Meldrum was 
preſent when this Letter was read, and neither contra- 


_ dicted the Aſſertion nor qualified it ;. but ſuffered it to-pals 


without any Reflection or Cenſure. Which filence of his 
was admired by thoſe that knew him, neither could they ex- 
cuſe it, conſidering that he both knew the place particular- 
ly, and could not but be convinced that the Goſpel had been 
preached there, in as great Purity as in any place 1n the King- 


' dom: For not to ſpeak of the preſent Miniſters of that Ci. 
ty, who have the Approbation of all wiſe and judicious Per- 


ſons, both for preaching and other Qualifications. Mr. Da- 
vid Lyall, now at Montroſs, was a long time Miniſter there, 
and is eſteemed to have a good Talent of popular preaching. 
Mr. John Menzies Profellor of Divinity., who was ever 
eſteemed 'an eloquent Preacher, as well as a learned Man; 
continued in the exerciſe of his Miniſtry there, til] the year 
1684. and Mr. Me/drum himſelf was Twenty of thefe years 
Miniſter there alfo; and Dr. Gardez who ſucceeded him muſt 
be acknowledged to be both a knowing man and an able 
Preacher 3 one who teacheth the truth 1n- {incerity, withous 
reſpett of Perfons: - $0 that Mr. Meldrinm's new-Tneeveſt tied 
have ſtrongly ipervefted his'Jiidgment; 'or he may” be] juftly 
charged with Hypoctifie arid Cowardicez ſeeing, for fear of 
diſpleaſing a Party, he would not own the truth on fo fair an 
Occaſion, The Presbyterians ſpeak much againſt a finful'fi- 
lence, -and certainly ſuch was his at this time. Some alledg- 
ed, thar'rhe fending of this Letter was a Device of his-own; 
fo pet HinſelF ſent” back to Aberdeez; for one would have 
thought that the Aﬀembly would rather have ſent him than 
another, becauſe he might be ſuppoſed to know both the place 
and the People beſt where he had been fo long Miniſter'; 'but: 
the' Afſembly* took 'no norice of him; and appointed two-to 
go thither to' preach the Goſpel , of which one was Mr: Shiet 


' a Cameronian. So that as Mr. Meldrum fell off from the 
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Epiſcopal Party becanſe he was not permitted to return to 
his Place at Aberdeen, for the ſame Reaſon he ſhould now de- 


{ert the Presbyterians, ſeeing they would not reſtore him 


unto 1t. 


Upon ſome other occaſion it Was propoſed by the Mo-- 
derator to ſend ſome other Perſons to make an offer of the 
Goſpel to the reſt of the Northern-Shires 3 accordinglyan A&t 
paſt, appointing ſeveral (I know not the exaRt number) who 
were commended to the Council for their Viaticaze, as the 


| Moderator worded it, which Mr. Fraſer of Brae found fault 


with as ſordid, and then he wiſht them to call it Maintenance 
or Proviſion, or what they pleafed, for they knew his mean- 


ing well enough. 
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- ly. than they. And if they teach another Goſpel 


But that which is moſt remarkable, is, that in this as well 
as the two former inſtances, Perſons were commiſſionated to 
preach and make an offer of the Goſpe]; for in theſe very 
Terms it was propoſed, ſtated, voted and determined, as 
if they were going to convert Pagans and. Infidels ; this 
ſhews their Ignorance and Uncharitableneſs, and is to ſome a 
juſt ground (tho there were no other reaſon ) for ſepara- 
ting. from them, , and: refuſing Communjon with them, be- 
enuteithey ivide: from, the Catholick Church in all Ages, 
they: patver,and alterthe.nature of, the Golpel, and, teach 
another Goſpel than what is tobe. found in-Scripture, _ In- 
deed they cannot juſtifie their preſent Proceedings, . and all 
this. noiſe they. make in ſetting up themſelves, unleſs their 
way ( as|they uſe to ſpeak.) be of equal importance with 
the Goſpel it {elf; but if. the Goſpel be, an.the Scripture, 
the Epiſcopal-Party have preached 1t more plainly and pure- 
. than what 


'has'been taught by the former, they muſt leave the Scri- 


ptures, -afid| with-the Papiſts haye recourſe to yain and, un- 
certain Traditions, or to-the more. vain Imaginatians of, En- 
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Before I relate to you any more of their Ads, Ii] divert 
you with an account how the Aſſembly. dealt with ſach Mi- 
niſters as had appealed to. them upon the hope of milder 
Treatment and greater Juſtice than what had been found in 
the particular Presbyteries., If you had ſeen the laſt Letter 
they ſent to the King, as it was firſt preſented to the Aſſem- 
bly to be approved and ſubſcribed, you would have con- 
cluded that all Grievances. had been redreſſed, and that the 
Epiſcopal Clergy had received a reparation of all the Wrongs 
which they had complained. of, for the Letter expreſly con- 
tain'd ſo much, but the Libel was ſo groſs that it could not 
paſs tho the Moderator urged it, wherefore. the amendment - 
of it being-referred to Mr. (7z1bert Rule and Mr. Robert Wylie, 
they made it run thus 3. That the ſame. was recommended to 
the Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly, and ſeveral Synods to 
be redreſſed, How true even this is, I cannot tell, time will 
ſhew, but ſure I'am/'twas not. done by the Aſſembly, for 
they ſhifted off the examination. of; theſe Appeals, ſaying it 
was injurious.to the Presbyteries to-queltion the' juſtice and 
legality of their Proceedings, and preſſed that the Complat- 
nants. might be referred back to. the particular Presbyteries 
and. Synods from which they had appealed, which was done, 
and that was equivalent to the appraving all: that was done, 
becauſe. none would. condemn | their own. Proceedings, The 
Affair of Peebles is an evident proof that the Aſſembly was 
not willing to canvaſs the, Atings of any Presbytery,.. far 
leſs. to renverſe their Orders: and Sentences. The Duke of 
Hucensberry being. not only Patron, but: all. a yery conſide-. 
rable Heritor of the Pariſh, was as well as others bothin-point 
of Honour and Iritereſt concerned to. have the: matter. diſ- 
cuſſed 3. and Mr. Kyox who, was called to be Miniſter there | 
. Fighted. Wherefore the, Duke. recommended. the: Buſineſs 
with great earneſtneſs, to the Commillioner; tht it: might be 
brought before.the Afﬀembly, being confident-that! the Af-- 
ſembly would not take'upon them to: apptovethe Proceedings 
of the Presbytery; .who: had, governed themſelves neicher by 
: | Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, Juſtice, nor Equity in'the Matter; as was made ap- 
pear in a printed Information which I have here: 
Vide the rj} with fent youz whereupon the Commiſſioner in- 
TT terpoſed ſo far as to get It one day propofed in a 
full. Aſſembly 3 but when the Clark took up the Proceſs to 
' read it, there was ſuch murmuring among the Brethren, 
that what he read could neither be heard nor underſtood, 
and fome two or three whiſpered the Moderator in the Ear; 
ſo that before the Clark had read fix lines, he ſtood np, and 
addrefling to the Commiſſioner told his Grace, that it was 
fit to wave this Affair for the preſent, that the Brethren 
_ were diſpleafed that it was brought in ſo abruptly before the 
Aſſembly; when it had not been conſidered in the Committee, 
that they were not ripe enough as yet to take cognizance of 
. t, and that-*there were ſeveral particulars in that Aﬀair 
which were not fit to be ſpoken of in publick; to which the 
Commiſtioner yielded either out of too much good Nature, 
or out of fear that the: (tubborn and forward Men would 
bave baffled:his Authority it he had offered to oblige them 
to do any thing againſt their will. To fave his Credit in. 
yielding to the Affembly, he required them peremptorily to 
fall upon it at the next meeting z the Moderator promiſed it, 
but there wasnever a'Syllable more of tt, nor it ſeems did 
the Commiſſioner think fit' to ſtart it again. Before I leave 
this Matter, I muſt tell you a remarkable paſſage in Mr. Yeatch 
his. Anſwer which he publiſh'd to that printed Information 
which I ſpake of before : That whereas it was objefed that. 
he had not a popular Call to'the Pariſh of Peebles. This, 'Yaith 
he, ought not to militate againſ# me; for if by ſuch a Call. be 
meant an unanimous Call of all,- or the' greateſt part of the Pa- 
riſh 5 it can be expeFed but in very few places of the Conntry 
to a Precbyterian Miniſter, and never at all, faith he, to be hoped: 
for in the Pariſþ of Peebles. This indeed'is a'certain Fruth, 
but it was: thought ſtrange to ſee- a Presbyterian fo plainly 
confeſs ir, ſeeing hitherto they would have 'the King, and 
all the World: believe, that both their Perſons and Govern- 
* ment 
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ment were moſt agreeable to the Inclinations of the People. 
Mr. Veatch had not his Wits about him when he let fall this 
Declaration, and it ſeems was more intent upon his own par- 
ticular, than the general Intereſt of. the, Party he belongs to ; 
for hereby he gives a Lie unto the Parliament, over-turns the 
Ground whereon the Government was built, and plainly in- 
timates that he and his Brethren are, and muſt be Intruders,. 
ſeeing they cannot have. the call and conſent of the People. 
The want whereof was. charged heavily on the Epiſcopal 
Clergy in the Weſt by Mr. George Meldrum in a Sermon be-- 
fore the Parliament, who thought it ſo heinous a Crime, that ' 
he ſaid, before he obtruded himſelf upon a People againſt their 
own will, he would chuſe rather to beg his Fraught and go to 
America : It were to be wiſhed that all his Brethren were 
of that mind, for then the Nation would be ſoon rid of 
them; and I afſure you they might have their Fraught 
"without begging 1t 3 for both Gentry and Commons would 
pay that more chearfully than their Stipends. Now if it was. 
_ a Crime in the Epiſcopal Clergy to take the Cure of. a Pariſh 
without the expreſs formal conſent of the People, what may 
it be thought 1n a Presbyterian to come in upon a People 
when they expreſly declared and proteſt againſt* him. I 
know no other way of juſtifying this, but by aſſerting the 
Dodrine which one of their Laicks raiſed from ver.6, Pſal.x x9. 
while he was leuring to the Neighbour-hood, viz, The 
People of God may (in, but the Wicked muſtnot fin, and there 
18 a heavy Vengeance waiting them if they doz but we will 
leave this, and return to the Point we were upon. 

The Aſſembly was juſt ſo puzzled with the Appeals of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy, as their Anceſtors the Phariſees. were with - 
the queſtion about Job's Baptiſm; for on the one fide they 
feared the Court who deſired and required them to be mo- 
derate, and indeed they perceived that it was their Intereſt 
at this time to take ſome ſhew of Moderation. [But on the 
other hand it was againſt their Intereſt to.condemn the Pro- 

ceedings of the Presbyteries, nor could they do it becauſe 
| | they 
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they were agreeable to the Rules concerted and preſcribed 


- by the general Meeting 3 fo following the policy of the Pha- 


rifees they waved the difficulty by remitting all to the Commif- 
fion and particular Synods, By this means they ſecured what 
was already done from” being renverſt, and-alſo freed the 
Afﬀfembly from the blame of” any Injury or Injuſtice done, 
or to be done; for then theſe things might be charged on 


_ particular Perſons, and not onthe whole Party. However 


they ventured-upon three or 'four Procefſes, and by them 
you" may gueſs what they would have done with the reſt, 


'The firſt was, That'of Mr. Lesk Miniſter of Tarreff within 


the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, whoſe Church was claimed by one 


_ Mr. Arthur_Mitchell, by vertue of that A@ of Parliament, 


which ' reſtored the old Presbyterians to their Churches whe- 
ther they were vacant or poſſefſed by others. ' Mr, Lek firſt 
made Application to the Council, and thought to have ſus,. 
fpended Mr. Mitchell, as not being compretiended withinthe. 

A& of Parliament, which only was deſigned in favour of + 
theſe,, who had left their Miniſtry 'for not complying with 
Epiſcopacy ; whereas Mr. Mitchell was depoſed, and deprived 
long before that time : But that not taking effe&, the Matter 


' was brought before the Aſſembly, where Mr. Lesk inſtrudt- 
_ ed, that Mr. Arthur Mitchel] was never legally fertled Miniſter 


of Tarreff; that about the Year 1655\ he was aftually de- 
poſed, and that tho he coritiqued to, preach there by means 
of a prevailing Fattion of Remonſtrators under the Ulurper, 
he was never look'd upon as Miniſter of the place : and 
that in the Year 60. the Synod of” Aberdeen being freed of the 
force and reſtraint that was formerly upon them, did ratifie 
the former Sentence” of. Depoſition. And as for himſelf he 
pleaded that he had been legally fetled Miniſter according 
to the Laws of the Eand, that he had ſubmitted to the pre- 
ſent Civit Government, which had promiſed protection to 
them who did fo; and that the Heritors, and People of his 


Partſh were for his continuance among them, and altogether 


averſe to 'Mr. Arthur Mitchell, *To prove this laſt, he pro- 
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daced a Declaration and Petition fublcribed by the Gentle- 
men and others of the Pariſh, Mr. Mitchell alledged that 
one or twa of the Subſcriptions were not genitiine, and there- 
fore that the whole rs 45 to be negle&ed as a Forgery: 
Mr. Lesk replyed, That he laid not the ltreſs of this Cauſe 
on that Paper, that he only produc'd it as an Adminicle, that 
he had not gone about ſeeking Subſcriptions, for he looked 
upon that as below the Character of a Miniſter ; but that it 
was given him by honeſt Men, and therefore he had reaſon 
to believe the Subſcriptions genuine. And if they laid any 
ſtreſs an. the Inclinations of the People, if a competent time 
were allowed him, he would eafily prove that they werefor 
him ; but- at prefent it was to be conſidered whether he was 
legal and rightful Minifter of thar place. After two days de 
bate it came to a Vote; and the Vore was not whether Mr. 
Lek or Mr. Mitchell ſhould be continued Miniſter at Trrref] 
but whether Mr. Mitchell was not rightfal Miniſter Av 166r. 
and only turned out by the unjuſt courſes of the Times, and 
whether he was not now to be lobked npon as rightful Mis 
nilter there z which Vote was carried in the affirmative, and 
. Mr. LZesk being called in, was told that the Aﬀembly had de-. 
prived him, and ordained Mr. Arthur Mztchel! to be Miniſter 
at Turreff, He asked the reaſons of their Sentence, which 
were retuſed 3 but what ever might have been pretended, 
the true reaſon was, That they were glad of any pretence for 
caſting out Epiſcopal Miniſters, who were always 1n theit Ser- 
mons and. Diſcourſes called the Prieſts of Baal. By virtue of 
that AQ of Parliament I juſt now mentioned, all the Churches 
were taken from the Epiſcopal Mroiſters, to which any Pref- 
byterian had the leaſt pretence, tho the former had comply- 
ed with the Civil Government, and the other wete fetled 
in other places which they were not refolved to leave. So 
for inſtance, Mr. James Kirkton who hath a Meeting-houſe ih 
Edinburgh, and is called to be one of the Miniſters of thar 
City went out to the Patiſh of Martize, where he had been 
formerly Miniſter, and forced away Mr. Andrew Meldrum pre- 
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ſent Minifter without, allowing him time .to diſpoſe of his 
Goods; and-after. he had performed this noble and heroick 
Exploit, and preached a. Sunday. or. two: to, get a right to 
the Stipend, he returned to his Charge at Edinburgh, and 
turned his back upon that, in the Country, as if there had 
been no more to be feared, ſeeing the Curate was driven 
away. F 

The next. Appeal which I ſuppoſe was conſidered, was 
that of Mr. Sleery.from the, Presbytery of Linlithoow, -he was 
a Miniſter of the Weſt, who had been rabbled out of his own 
Church, and thereafter. was deſired by. the Miniſter of Fal- 
kirk to ſerve his Cure during his Sickneſs, which he'did ; and 
when that Miniſter died, the Heritors and People of the Pa- 
riſh_ upon the experience they. had of him, deſired that he 
might continue to, preach} to them, promiting that when the 
Government was ſetled, they would take:care to get him a 
legal Title to the Pariſh : but it being firmly reſolved on by 
all poſſible means to put out: and, diſable all Epiſcopal Mini- 
ſters; the Presbytery, of; Linlithgow cauſed the ſaid Mr. Sleery 
to be cited before them, who compeiring, -was interrogated 
by what Authority he preached at Falkirk, and how he came 
to uſe the Doxology. ..The laſt, he ſaid, was the cuſtom of 
the place, and- that he did the firſt at the defire of . the 
People.. The Presbytery not . being ſatisfied with his An: 
fwers to theſe, and ſame other: Queſtions, diſcharged him 
from preaching there, any, longer, and declared the Church 
vacant, to which Sentence he refuſed to ſubmit, ' and ap- 
pealed; therefore it was neceſſary to interpoſe the Autho- 
rity of the Aſſembly, for diſpoſſeſling him of that Church 
which was the reaſon why. he was called upon. When he 
compeired, the Moderator askt himif he acknowledged the 
Civil Government, and if he would ſubmit to that of the 
Church, to both which he anſwered affirmatively ; but when 
it was askt him 1f he repented of his compliance with Epi- 
fcopacy, he ſaid, -If it was a Sin he would repent of it, 


His Anſwer did neither pleaſe nor ſatisfie them; for the 


Moderator 
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Modetator told him i it ſeemed he yet doubted whether it 
was a Sin or not, . So finding by this and ſome other 
things, that he was not yet a through Convert, they de- 
prived him of his Church, and diſcharged him the Exer- 
ciſe of his Miniſtry, 


A third Perſon brought before the Aﬀembly was one 
Mr. Forſeith Miniſter at St. Ninians, he was accuſed for 
marrying a Man to his firſt Wives Neice, which he con- 
felled before the Afſembly; and alſo that he had been 
informed of the Relation, and diſwaded from doing it by 
the Epiſcopal Clergy, amongſt whom he lived. . All his 
excuſe Was, that he was not much himſelf when he did 
it, being in great, confuſion and conſternation becauſe of 
the Rabble that was then up, and who continually threat-= 
ned him as they had fallen upon his Neighbour Miniſters, 
And he further alledged, that it was the only miſcarri- 
age he_could be charged with 1n thirty five Years Exer- 
cue of. the Miniſtry, and therefore he deſired the Aſſem- 
bly to*pardon him, and to reſtore. him. This they re- 
fuſe: and confirmed the Sentence of his Depoſition, which 
was very juſt, and the only juſtifiable Act of the ATP 
from its fitting down to its riſing. 


x fourth Affair which the Aſſembly had before them, 
was that of Mr. Joh Mekenzie at K3/Mifton, I ſuppoſe 
you have ſeen an account of his Proceſs before the Pref. 
bytery of Linlithgow, for he carried it up with him to 
London to ſhew it, to. his Friends there. But in caſe you 
have. not met with him," nor. received an account of the 
whole atter, take it' in ſhort thus. When rabbling was 
prattiſed and. in faſhion' here, ' he amongſt many others. 
of his Brethren had the Church* Doors ſhut againſt him, 
and by this means was hindred from the Exerciſe of his 
Miniſtry "in that Pariſh; byt baving, complyed, with the 
Civil Government, hs niade an intereſt by his Friends to 
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waintain his legal Right and Title to, the Gaid Church, 
which vexed and all 


'd the Presbyterians, who by this 
means were kept from ſetling a Miniſter of their own 
Perſwaſion there. All endeavours were uſed to remove 
him : Firſt, They fet him upon him to dimit voluntarily, 
which he refufing, they next threatned to force him to 
it upon Articles of Scandal. But his Innocence, and un- 
blameable Converſation being ſufficient proof againſt that 3 
they at laſt purſued .him before the Presbytery of Lin- 
litheow, upon the pretence of deſerting his People. He 
appeared before them, and defended himſelf, declaring 
he was always. ready and willing to exerciſe his Miniſtry 
if the Rabble would have- ſuffered him, and allowed 
him acceſs, to his Church, and therefore the fault did 
not lie at his door. Upon this he was blamed for ſpeak- 
ing -contemptibly of the Rabble who were ſaid to be 
the zeceſſary Preliminaries to the Government both of Church 
and State, and from 'that they would have been infer- 
ing bis ſecret difaftetion to both. The Presbytery were 
forced to vindicate him from all imputation 'of Scandal, 
and for a mark of their ſingular and extraordinary favour, 
they ſaid they would give him recommendatory Letters 
to put him in capacity of being eletted Miniſter of ano- 
ther Pariſh 3 but ſtill they urgd his quitting of that of 


Kirkiiſton:, and when, he perceived that they bad firmly 


reſolved to declare his Church vacant to gratifle the Rabble, 
and ſome few other unreaſonable Perſons who were dif- 
fatisfied with him, he appealled from them to the King, 
and the next lawfully called general Affembly. This be- 
ivg the Tenor of his Appeal, many of the Aſſembly ſpake 
againſt the receiving or ſuſtaining tt, alledging that it was 
not to: them he appealed, for his expreſſion did imply 
that this Aſſembly was not lawfully called, ſeeing it was 
called before he appealed, and yet he made no partt- 
cular re « rence to it. Beſides, ſaid they, it's clear he 
means an Epiſcopal Aflembly by his appealing to the King 


joyntly 


4 
joyntly with the Aſſembly; for theſe Epiſcopalians do- 
make the King the Head of the Church, whereas we 
cannot own any ſuch. thing. My Lord Arbrachel deſired 
the Aſſembly to be favourable to him, for he knew him 
to be well affe&ed to- the Government, and that he had 
ſerved the King abroad for the ſpace of ſeven Years. To 
which one replyed, That he was as well paid for it: he 
ſerved him for Wages, and ſo would he have done the Turk 
too, They were much irritated by his going to London 
to repreſent their Proceedings, and to clamour againſt 
them; Every Man took occaſion to vent his paſſion and 
pique at -himz ſome ſaid he was Scandalous, and called' 
him a Drunkard and Swearer 3 ſome called him one thing, 
and ſome another, and one faid he ſhould be depoſed be- 
cauſe he was a proud, ſtubborn and inſolent Fellow. The 
Commiſſioner apprehending there would be little Juſtice 
where there was ſo much pique and prejudice, deſired 
the Moderator to delay the Afﬀair, and to allow the you 
Man time to appear and anſwer for himſelf : but the Mo- 


derator replied; That it was. beſt to proceed now, and 


more for the young Man's Reputation, for if he were 
preſent they would be obliged to take notice of ſome 


Crimes, and Scandals which now they would paſs over... 
without inquiring into them, forgetting that the Presby.-% 
tery -had acquitted him of all ſuch Guilt, and that he- 


himſelf had given him a good Teſtimony when the Afﬀair. 
was firſt brought before the Afﬀembly. The Commiſſi- 
oner (till urging that they would deal tenderly and gent-. 
ly with him; Indeed (replied the Moderator ) Toxr Grace 
foall find that we will uſe great tenderneſs towards the Young 
Mar, and we ſhall be very diſcreet, for we ſhall only take bis. 
Kirk from him, which they did immediately, So- that you- 
bave a Sample of the Presbyterian Tenderneſs, which I 
think 1s very near a Kin to the tender Mercies.'of the 
Wicked, which Solomon declareth to be cruel ; for when- 
they deprive one of his Livelihood and Good:name, wy 
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call it Tendetneſs : and if it be fo, 1 pray God fave us 


from their Cruelty. ' 


Except theſe four, I heard of no other Proceſſes where. 
in the Epiſcopal Clergy were concerned, that were revi- 
{cd and diſcuſſed before the Aſſembly, there were indeed 


one or two more mentioned, by the Intereſt made by the 


Perſons concerned : || As the Buſineſs of Mr. Fe- 
bs 65 n riot in Dalkeith, and Mr. Wood in Dumbar, but 
they with the reſt were referred back to par- 

ticular Synods and Presbyteries. 


All this while the Presbyterians had been intent upon 
the emptying of Churches, now at laſt they began to con- 
ſider how Churches ſhould be filled,. and Vacancies ſup- 
plied. They wanted Labourers for their Harveſt, and 
therefore they firſt paſſed an AQ, For calling home ſuch 
of their Party as were ſerving in other places abroad : 
and appointed the drawing up,. and direCting of Letters 
for acquainting thoſe in Z7olland particularly with the 
Mind of the Aſſembly and the. Neceffity of the Church - 


| It happened that of theſe who were ſpoken of, one was 
dead, and another detained Priſoner in Dunkirk, Where- 


fore one' ſaid at the reading of the. Letter, That,the Af- 
ſembly needed the Power of Miracles, for bringing, back 
the one, and. that they ought to addreſs to the French 
King to obtain the other, - In the next place for the en- 
crealing the number of the Brethren, they appointed ſome 
to ſearch out, and to give in Liſts of ſuch as were thought 
fit. to. be.;called to the Miniſtry. And, indeed they may 
come to have enough of them, by. the Meaſures and Me- 
thods which "they lay down and. follow 3 but” they are 
not like to have many learned and. knowing men), for 
they ſet light, of Learning and Knowledg, and do often 
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pliſhments. The Epiſcopal Candidates are thought as 


dangerous as thoſe who are actually in Office : Therefore 
inſtead of theſe who have been ſeveral years fitting them- 
ſelves for the holy Miniſtry by proper and uſeful Stu- 
dies, they are. putting: others upon the Dehgn who never 
ſtudied at al), neither have any competent meaſure of 
Learning for it. Brewers and illiterate Tradeſmen are ſet- 
ting up to be Miniſters. Not to trouble you with 0- 
ther Inftances.z one Ruſſel a Coalgrieve in Fife is made 
Miniſter at Kerraway : What Talent of Learning he has 
you, may eaſily gueſs, when you may underſtand that he 
1s altogether ignorant of the Latine: When he was paſſing 
his Tryals before the Presbytery, they according to their 
Cuſtom preſcribed him a Latine Exerciſe in ſome Head 
of Divinity, which he earneſtly declined; and when they 
would needs keep up the Formality, he complained for 
obliging him to pray and preach in an unknown Tongue : 
Having miſerably bungled through the Diſcourſe, when 
it came to the Diſputes, Mr. Mitchel at Leſtie propoſed 
an Argument by way of Ernthywema, and he denyed the 


Major, having been at pairs to conn the Terms Major 
and Mizor before he came there, and his Inſtrucger ha- 
ving forgot to tell him the different ways of Argumen- 


tation: Then Mr. Mztchel putting his Terms in the or- 
dinary form of an Hypothetick Syllogiſm, fancying he 
might underſtand that : When the Syllogiſm was repeat- 
ed he ſaid to the Proponent explica. terminos Minoris , 
which was Sed verum privs. Having gotten this Speci- 
men of his Learning, the Presbytery acknowledged that 
he indeed wanted Gifts, but he had Grace , and. that 
was ſufficient 5 and therefore they approved of him and 
received him into the Miniſtry. Mr. Ryſl hearing that 


he was ſo. much upbraided with Ignorarice, to wipe off 


that Stain.,, he offered to make ſome Oſtentation of. 
Learning In a Sermon, by the Repetition of a Latine Verſe. 


The Verſe he choſe was this common one 3 Regis ad: 
Exemplum: 
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 Exemplum, &-c. But alaſs, the Way he took to ſave 


his Reputation ruined it for ever, for he blundered 
it thus, pre 


 Regos ad Exemplas totis componitur orbos. 


And as their Clergy are at preſent without Learn- 
ing, ſo it cannot be expected that their Succeſſors (if 
they ſhall have any ) will be any whit better, ; for they 
have laid our Colleges walt, driven away our learned 
men, and have not qualified Perſons of their own par- 
ty to put in their places. The Univerſity of S. Azdrew 
is altogether laid waſt , there is neither Principal nor 
Regent there, and thoſe who have ſucceeded to the 
Vacancies in the Colleges of Glaſcow and Edinburgh are 
known to be Perſons neither skilled in Books, nor any 
part of good and uſetul Learning : So that they are not 
capable of direQting the Studies of the Youth which re- 
ſort thither 3 nor 1s it to be ſuppoſed the. Youth will 
much regard. their Advices, when 'tis evident that the 
chief of them have need to be put back to learn their 
Grammar. The Narrowneſs of the Presbyterian Spirit 
is an Enemy to Knowledg, and will obſtrut all Learn- 
ing 3 for they not only count it Impiety to call their 
commonly received Principles into Queſtion, but alſo they 
reckon a free and rational Inquiry into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of them to be very dangerous : They are 
no leſs friends to implicite Faith, than the Church of 
Rome, and do not regard the Advice of $S. Peter, which 
is, That we ſhould be ready always to give an Anſmer 70 
every man that asketh a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 
You may eaſily guefs how ſ{queamilh they are about Points 
of Divinity, when they make the Cartefar, and other 
Syſtems of new Philoſophy to be groſs and damnable He. 
—_ 


So 


(49) 
' $0 that if Presbyterianiſm prevail, :all 'freedomof Spirit,-alb 
' improvements of reaſon and knowledge will be:baniſh'd; 
_ 8ndthe:world muſt :be! condemnedagart to: hearbork' in 
Sehools:and:Pulpits impertinent chaty. a Clutter Clunter:6 
words and canting phraſes:which - cannot be underſtood, 
They are great enemies to Mr. Gregorythe-Learned Profeflor 
_ of Mathematicks 1n this place, they ſeek by all:means to'turin 
him out, and ſayithat theſe Sciences: are; nor-galynuſtleſs but- 
dangerous: and-indeed they thave reafon,ifor they are no 
friendsto ignorance and nonlence their-peculiar properties. 
But the want of kindne{sto Mr Gregory, 'and the Mathema« 
- ticks is ſomewhat more excuſable_ in them. but: that ithey 
ſhouldflightthe knowledge of the Hebrew; an#6ther orien- 
tall tongues'isa little ſtrange, and cannot be juſtified ſeeing 
theright underſtanding of theScripture does ſo much depend 
thereupan. They have thruſt out Mr. Lrxanuder Douglaſs the 
olthela languages here, who as he was a perion' ofa 
moſt peaceable diſpoſition, ſo/he was an ornament to the So- 
ctety helived im by his skilland knowledge in theſe matters : 
 hecannot have a true Succeflor here, for he hath ſcarce his e- 
quallin'this Kingdom, nor Perhaps are there many 1n other 
places who do exceed him inthe thing he profefſeth; But per- 
baps the Jewiſh Synagogue would have been found1o favour- 
able for|Epiſcopacie, and therefore it 1s fitand wiſely done'to 
keep both Clergy & Laity in ignorance of it. Their kindneſs 
for thedead isas {mal as for the living.& they eacourage lear- 
ned books as little as learned men.The trade of books is fallen 
ſolow ſincethePresbyterian reign was ſetup, thatiour Stati- 
aners arethigkiog either'to quittheiremploy ments, orto go 
and hiveel{ewhere,' for they have-not made the rent of thetr 
thops theſe. two years. The Epiſcopall are not umn eircum-+ 
ſtances for buying and the other crave no other: books then 


Durham;on the' Caticdles and Revelation, Dickſow #nt Hitche- 


fon, Dy1ar and:Gray, *Theſt are their Clafſicall Authors and 
the ſtandard oftheir learning: and*tis from thoſe thatthey 
take the heads of their Sermons, and the inftruQtions which 
they tender the people. 5 learning'be not 'the wer 
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of 'a Presbyterian, yet they have arrogated to themſelves the 
gift of preaching ; they have the. name of Powerfull Soul- 
iearching:Preachers:/:whereas the EpiſcopallMinifters'are 
only named dry moralLetturers, and-under this name ſlout- 
ed and abuled both in Sermons and prayers... © 
So vain were.they of this: gift of preaching that for: ſome 
time we bad a new Serman publiſhed by them every. week; 
they thigking thereby t@gain:and profelite thewhole nation, 
Burt the Steatageme failed thern; nay it prov'd.to their preju- 
dice; for thereby. peoples curiolity was diverted from hear- 
1ng-them inthe Churches,where they could nut expe& other. 


than-noxſe and nonſenſe, ſeeing there was fo much babble 8 


m:theirprinted; & conſequently more deliberate diſcourſes. 


An acquaintance. of yours hath made a rare ColleQion of 
notes of their Sermons both printed and unprinted, To.which: 


Irefer you forinſtances to prove the truth of what I have been 
laying: [The laſt Sermon that was publiſhed came forth the 
firſt week of the Aſs. The Author 15:'one Mr. Fames Clark 
whoyreached ir the: meeting houſe at Dumbar. 'It was a Ser- 
mon ad Clerwnz; preached, as was iaid, at the depoſing of the 


Parſon of 0/d-Hamftocks, which being an extraordinary occa+ 


tion, ſamething betterthen ordinary,was expected: but there 


never appeared a (more-illy.and. empty. difcourk;'nor; is it: 


poſſible _———_——_ conceive ſo:meanly, of iry as.irdEſervess 
It was even far below Mr. Andrew Gray's Sermons. The very 
Presbyterians:/whoſe guſt craves no fine things, were aſhamed 
oft, My Lord Craixfond to excuſe. 'it laid the: blame on the 


Priater and*Complained of him at che:CouncllbiFable, for of- 


fering-to publiſhit without-a Licenſe, alledging alſo-thar it 


" was Without the Authors conſent, and thatthe Copy was an 


imperfect uncorre&- one,” which ſome ignorant or malicious 


. perſpbad taken: from the Avthors:Mouth: Biitwhen the 


Printer was examined,heprodictdan Authentitk copy from 


the Author bitnſclf, and-declared that he reviſed the ſheets 
. as they came from the Preſs, {o-the Printer was free: of the 


faults that were in it, and they could beotily charged on Mr. 
Clask, who it's believed ſhew!'d all the learning and eloquence 
he was Maſter of, > But 


count of what aQs they pals'd for regu 
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- Butit-is fie now we return tg, the AG, and ive.yaou an ac? 
regulating the diſejpline of 
the Church for the future. 'The firft of this kinde and the 
firſt alſo of any other thar paſſed in the Aſs.was an AR againſt 
marriages without publick proclamations ; as alfo againſt 
the private adminiſtration ofthe two Sacraments, Baptiſme 
and the Lords Supper. Mr. Gert Rule preſs'd' chat the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſme might not at all be adminiſtred but in 
publick azd after Sermon, and called the: private adminiſtration 
not only Superſtitious but alſo Sorcerie and Charming, and ſaid 


farther that the ſame was contrary.to Scripture a»d Antiquity. 


My Kirkton took him up briskly and ſaid that was diſpatable, that 
he could buckle him, or any man #pon that point hut would not debate 
it aow. He added that by their rigorous impoſition of indifferent 
things be had loſt five men of conſider «ble note the laſt week, And 
concluded tho' there were a thouſand aits againſt it, he would rather 
Baptize in private they ſuffer the Children to go to the Carates. 
Some Highland Miniſters craved that they might not be ly- 
able to thar aQt becauſe ir was impoſſible to bring all the Chil- 
dren of their pariſhes to the Kirks by reaſon of the vaſt di- 
ſtanceſome of their people lived at from them ; but whether 
they intend to'give a diſpenſation was not expreſſed. The 
Moderator to Excule their own praiſes heretofore ſaid, 
there was a diſtiattion beth of times and places, fory ſaid he, in times 
of Perſecution I think an honeſt Miniſter riding. on the way, may go 
into a mans houſe, Baptize a Bairn and come out and take his horſe 
a94in. Tho! while they were under reſtraint, they made no 
Scruple of baptizing privately the children of thoſe of their 
own perſwaſion, yet now they refuſe to baptize any except 
in publick; nor will they do it but whea there is a Sermon : 
and theyare ſo ftriQ upon the point that they ſuffer the chil- 
dren to dye rather then ſlacken their rigour. In the Country 
the benefit of Baptiſme can be only had on Sundays becaufe 
then only there 1s preaching ; Ka if-Children cannot live To 
long they muſt take their hazard of departing without thar 
ſign and Seal of their Salvation. I know a Pariſh where two 
or three perſons importuned the Miniter'to baptize their 

ths Boda Ong Children 
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torily refed to doit ona week-day, tho they who interidee 
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to' have been_prefent. at, the bapriſme, would have made a 
competent. number for ati ordinary Country-Sermon, and 
before Sunday two ofthe Children dyed: we 'had hfely'ins 
this Ciry a more notable inſtance of the ſtiffneſs of their hu- 
mour in this particular. A Certain Cicrzen deligned to have 
his child baptized on a weekday at che ordinary time of Ser- - 
mon: he with the Gofſips came in time enough to theChurch, | 
but becauſe the child'was brought in about the cloſeot the 
Sermon, neither Mr. Kenxedy who preached; nor Mr. Zrs- 
kize the Miniſter of the pariſh could be prevailed wth to ad- . 
miniſter the Szcrament to the Infant, but they cauſed it tobe - 
carried homeagain without baptiſm. The people generally 
take this very ill, and are very much diſpleaſed with: the 
Presbyterian Miniſters on this account. Wherefore'to Juſti- 
fy themſelves, they frequently preach againſt the. neceſſity of . 
Baptiſm, and fo talk of it asifit were an ordinance neither 
neceſſiry nor much to be regarded,and do account theeſteem - 
and value which is ordinarily put upon it, and earneſt delires 
the people have after it, to be the dregs and reliques of Popery 
among us. When a child was brought to Mr,Airkon he took - 
occaſion to ſhew the Superſtition of that Ceremony, and faid .: 
to, the. People, you think it neceſſary to have your Children | 
Baptized, hurl tell you (ſaid he) I|-knaw a good Godly Mini- 
ſterwho lived till he was fourſcore that wasnever Baptized ' 
all bis life time. ; 3 | - 
In the nzxt place, they renewed an.AQ of a Generall A(- 
ſembly apoointing Pedagogues, Chaplains, Preachers, and 
Students to take and ſubſcribe the ConfeflitDn of faith ; and 
further they Commiſſi>nated ſome to_ draw up a.lift of all 
theſe afts.of Allemblies which were fit to to be obſerved and 
put in uſe,wherein they ated very.cunningly, for rho! it be . 
well known that they recziye all the aQs of Aſſemblies as if 
they were Scripture, and pay no.le{s regard tq them ; yer -be-. 
cauſe f5me of theſe incroach:upon the power of the Civil | 
Magiltrate » Therefore to prevent the Jealoubies of the y _ 
they 


5) 
they Would:.not make a generall AQ ratifyingand approving 
them in Caulo, nor yet would they condemn or cenſure any - 
 ofthem. - But they eaforced ſuch as were proper and ſuitable - 
to the preſint ſtate of affairs, and waved the declaration ,of -- 
their ſentiments concerning the reſt. ach fas 
Fourthly, becauſe rhe Aſs. could not fit ſo 'long as was: 
neceſſary to determine all particulars and to give rules and 
meaſures for the ſetling of the Church in this junQure, nor © 
was 1t fit ir ſhould d»it ; Therefore they reſolved to chuſe - 
a Co'r mittee who might ſit after the difſolution of the Als . 
who {rould have full and Supream Power to AQt inall things + 
that r:lated to the Church. It's ſaid, that this overture was 
firit made by the Moderate men, who thought by'this means - 
to reduce affairs toa better temper then the Aſs. was- ike to 
do, by reaſon of the many rigid and indiſcreet' men who 
were 1n it, Thereiore {ix were propoſed to be a part of this 
Committee, and to name the other Perſons of whom the - 
Committee ſhould conſiſt, Four of theſe ſix went under the - 
Character of Moderate men, the other-two were- of another 
temper, and were jayned to them on purpoſe to prevent 
ſuſpicion :. But the High flown Brethren ſoon {mell'd -out 
the deſign, and therefore they firſt Voted two more of their | 
owfn ſide, and becauſe thatonly put them in 2quilibrio, they 
3g2in got four more to be added, ſo that they were double: - 
the number of the other, and by this means the Committee 
conliſted moſt part of the ſtricteſt and moſt-rigid-Presbyte- -- 
Tlans,: Their Names are as follow, -. : | 


For the South. 


OY Miniſters. 
John Peith - William Erskine George Campbell ' 
Gab. Simple Whillam Weir - Tames Laurce 
Uzlbert Rule - Alex. Pitcairn Archibald Hamilton © 


M., James Kirkion M, Richard Howjſon M. Patrick Peacock - 
Fohn Spaliling © Tames Veitch Rob. Duncauſon + - 
Michael Bruce Patrick Simpſon Tohn Balandint 
Gab, Cuninzbame Mathew Crawford William Kr © 
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- "Patrick Penier . Neil Gitles  MiliamVidia 
'M. Fohn HutchiſonM. Andrew Morton M. David Blair 
William Eccles - Thomas Forreſtey —_ Sarnel Nairn 
ah _ Elders. | 
. Earle of Crawford Sir Tohn Hall Toymnf 
Earle Satherland Sir James Riddel Glan erſton 
Fiſe. of Arburthuet Balife Muir Lairds Zammington ( Mts 
La. Hallcraig Balife Macklurg TFohn Muir provoſt of 
Laird of Ormeſtone George Stirling Hamilton of Grange 
 _ _ - For the North. | 


Miniſters. _ . 
- "TohnLow  MWiliam Zegget < Fames Rymty 
Hugh Kennedy Robert Rule Thomas Ramſay 
"'M. W:Þ. Crighton M. James Frazer M. Robert Toung 
 » Fohn Anderſon Geo. Meldrum William Mack 
_ Alex. Forbes ns” oa Anarew Buey 
| | | Elders. 
Za. Arabrachill  Nangbton Tewchatt 
Green know Mepgins 


Afterwards it being repreſented that the Viſitors for the 
North were too-few, there were added theſe following ' 
| Miniſters. | 
Fames Stewart Fugh Anderſon Arthur Mitchel 
TFames Urquhart William Machey 0 William Ramſay 
'M. Alex. Dumbar M. Halter Denune M. Francs Melvit 
Alex. Frazer Geo, Meldrum at Glaſſe Fohn Maccullork 


Thomas Hog 
Elders. ; 
' Brodie” Colloaes Sir George Monro Embo 
: na Dalfolly Sir David Frazer 
Grange Dumber Parkhay M. Johan Campbell of Moye 
Eight Sir Fohn Monro | 


This Committee was appointed to keep quarterly Seſſions 
viz. on the third Wedneſasy of Jannary, and the third Fed- 
neſaay of April, and to appoint afterwards their mcetings as 
often. as they ſhall think fir. That a Qao07um ſhould be ten 

| Miniſters and hive ruling-Elders, and they were oa by. 
CI VOIC 


CO” 

_ ehooſe their own Moderator, and Clerk, The Inftruftions 

prepared for them by the Committee for overtures, were 
firſt read and debated on Ther/day before the Aſs. roſe, but 
they were not agreed to till the Txcſday thereafter..On Manday: 
they were read withſome alterations : but Mr. &irkron and a 
great: many more adhered. to the exceptions which they 
made at the firſt Reading, and faid, that the Alterations were 
not conſiderable, He alledged alfo, thar what was then read 
was not a true Copy of that which" the Committee had 
agreed to, and offercd to the Moderator a- true: double 
of it, but the Moderator refuſed it, - ſaying, he knew 
nothing of the matter : and becauſe the Aſs. was not like to - 
6ome to an agreement at that time, rherefore the matter-was 
referred back again tothe Committee, and all who had any 
thing to ſay aboutit were appointed to attend them. The next 
day it was brought back againto the Aſs. and concluded ; Mr, 
Kirktoz and ſome others who preſs'd alrerations being abſent. 
Tofatisfy your,and my own cariolity I uſed means toprocure 
a Copy of the inſtructions, and got them with ſome difficul- 


ty which I here-ſet down.. 
InſtraTtions for the Committee or Commiſſion of the' Kirk, -- 


Firlt, they areto take into their Cognizance all references - 
and appeals nor diſcuſs'd in the Aﬀſembly and ſuch' matters 
as have been (tated before'the Aſs. and referred/to therh,and - 
to diſculs and determiae the famine; | 
: Secondly, they are to give their adviceto all Synods and 
Presbyteries'when required, and tho? not required, yet upott - 
information of any irregularity or precipitancy -of proceed- 
ings1n Presbyteries they are to interpoſe their advice for fiſt- - 
ing proceſles till the next Synod or Als. [22 
-* When this 24. Article was read; ſome asked iftheCommifs 
ſion had power to call before themſelves any bufineſs, and to 
take the ſame out of the hands of Presbyteries. To which 

the Moderatoranſwered, no; but they are only to give. their 
advice, and. ſaid- be, I think -no Presbytery- wall wo i 


; which if, they do, it muſt be Cum periculo, and the Church of 
_ Scotland will be free from any imputation of theiraQings. 
.. Fhirdly, they are: to bave power to viſitall Miniters4n 
- Presbyteries as well-Presbyterian as others. | 
Fourthly,they are to purge out of the Church ail who ups 
_ on due tryall ſhall be found inſufficient, £candatous, Erroge- 
- ous. or ſ#pizely negligent. | 
Is was, moved that-the words /pinely negligent might be 


: þ z 


leftout,: but the; ſame was refuſed. 4 T 67 
Fifthly, they. are to be carefull that none be admitted by 
| . them to.Minitterial Communion,or tou a ſhare in the Govern- 

= ment, but-ſuch as upon due tryall (for which the viſitors ſhall - 

WI. . take a competent time )ſhall be found to be Orthodox in their 

1 lf . doAring, of competent abilities, having a pious, Godly: and 
| . peaceable- Converſation as becometh a Miniſter cf the Gof- 

.pel, of an editying gift,and whom the Commiſſion ſhall baye 

. prouud to: belieye will be faithfull ro God and the- Govern» 
ment, . and diligent in the diſcharge of their Miniſterial duty, 
and that all who ſhall be admitted to the Minifiry or.ſhall be 
Teceived intoa ſhare ofthe Covernment ſhall be obliged to 
-- own and ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, and to profeſs 
.their ſubmiſgon and willingneſs tojoyn and concur-with the 

T8  Presbyterian:Church-Government. | 4 

= - At-firſt-it was Presbyterian communion, and only faithful 

i" _ to theGoyernment. Mr.:Xrktoz ſaid that this Article wasa 

|. -— - matter of very great conlequence,and defired it might be well 

.confidered, for in hoc vertitar fortuna Scotia, and complained 

- - that there was notgne word'of the Scandal of conforming, 

4 . which he ſaid was the greateſt. of all Scandals. Mr. Frazer of 

_ 2Braepropoled that the claule of repentance might be inſerted; 

| The Moderator anſwered, that in effect it was there already, 

_-If they look't upon the Commiſſioners as diſcreet and Judi- 

_. ciousinensrfor fo (ſaid he) they will adtait none without re- 

1% pentance,forwithout that-they cannot have.ground to be- 

t- lieve that ever they will be faithfull tothe Government, Mr. 

Kirktan replyed;thatthey: could never be ſure of Epiſcopaill 

Miniſters, for many of them(fays he) has dnnged Free or 
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4 (57) 
four time$already, and they will do it at every turn : Mr. Williams 
Weir moved that they might be obliged to declare that they([hould:; 
neither by advice nor any other way endeavour the alteration 
of the Presbyterian Government. 

Sixthly, that they be very Cautious 1n receiving in Informati-. 
ons,and forming Libels againſt the late Conformiſts, and preſent. 
Incumbents, and that they proceed in the matter of cenſure very. 
deliberately,ſo asthat none may have juſt cauſe to complain of 
their rigidity, yet ſo as to omit no means of information, and that 
they ſhall not proceed to cenſure but upon relevant Libels and 
ſufficient probatians. NE One Ty 

_Seveothly, that this Commiſſion do not meddle in publick at- 
fairs or in any thing not exprefled intheir Commiſſion, which 1s 
bereby declared to be given them i banc finem only & pro preſenti 
Fecleſie ftatum, LO RIuA | 

Eigthly, they ſhall be an{werable, and cenſurable by the next 
Generall Aſſembly, and ſhall continue til] rhe firſt of Nov. next, 
if there-be no Generall Aſs. before that time. 

_ By theſe InſtruQtions it appears that the Committee: was main- 
ly deſigned againſt the Epiſcopal Clergy, who as yet kept their 
places becauſe of their compliance with the Civil Government; 
Presbyterians can never be brought to have true kindneſs for E- 
piſcopal Miniſters had they never ſo many recommendations for 
their parts, piety, or their latereſt in the favour of great men. But 
on all occaſions. they do draw back from them, and do refuſe to 
concur with them in advancing even the Common ends of Reli- 
gion and truth. And at this time they not only. had an averſion to 
them 9qn the account of their diflerent principles, but alſo they ' 
were afraid to receive thera into their communion, and efovaiad oY 
ly into a ſhare of the Government, becauſe the Epiſcopal Clergy © 
was double their number, and therefore it was dangerous toad- 
mit them, leſt by the plurality of their number on ſome fit occaſi- 
on they ſhould forgea change of the Government. They conſider- 
ed that the Compliance and ſubmiſſion to Presbyterian Govern- 
meat, which ſuch would give at this time, would not be free and 
willing, but only out of a neceflity to ſerve the preſent Turn till 
they ſhould be better ſtated : Wherefore either 6 IO: 
2  ſelyes 
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 Filves upon the Enemies of their Government, or the better to ſe- 


cure it, it was from the very firſt reſolved upon to lay aſide al E- 
piſcopal Miniſters,unleſs they evidently teſtified a change of mind. 
as well as of outward behaviour. Bat how to compals this was the- 
difficulty, for a direQ Att for this would make their deſign plain 
and ſhew their malice bare-f ac'd, it would encreaie the Clamours: 
and Prejudices of the people, nor could the ſtate in Equity fulter it 
to paſs. The only expedient then was, to do it by ſome indiret 
by-blow, by putting ſomething to them which they could not do ; 
&by this means render them lyableto their cenſures, or which, if 
they did, would proſtitute their reputation with the people,& turn: 
them odious as men of no Principles; Honeſty,or Stedfaftneſs. And 

as they envyed them their reputation and favour, ſo they thought: 
it they could bring them to forfeit that, there would be little dif- 


ficulty in turning them out, neither needed they fear the doing of. 


it as occaſion offered. It was obſerved that the Faſts formerly ap- 


pointed went ill away with the Epiſcopal Clergy ; ſome Miniſters: 


would not obſerve them art all, others would not read the Proclaa 


- mation appointing-them, beeauſe of ſome infinuations whichre- 
fleced on Epiſcopacy, and thoſe who complyed with it, and ge-. 


nerally the people cenſured thoſe who read & obſerved the ſame. - 
Another Faſt therefore more plain and particular then the for- 


mer was thought the tittelt Stratagem for procuring the ruine of 
the pron Crgy: The motion-was no ſooner propoſed then 


entertained, and a Committee appointed for the drawing upthe 
reaſons of it, which were publickly read in the Aﬀſembly Novem; 
11th. When the Clerk had done, the Moderator {aid, Brethren, this 
1.4 Szvoury Paper, Indeed it is a_moſt Savoury Paper, and worthy to be 


heard over again. Aﬀter a ſecond reading, Mr Frazer of 8rae- asked * 


who was to obſerve the.ſame, whether Presbyterian: Miniſters or 
Curates alſo. Brother, ſaid the Moderator, that is noi timely ſtated, 


for we muſt firſt conſider the thing, and conclude that, and then we ſhall ' 
conſider 'the perſons who ſhall obſerve it. Others ſaid, that what Mr. 
Frazer had propoſed ovghr firſt tobe conſidered.” When they had 


for ſome time exerciſed their wit about the reaſons of the Faſt,and 
the way of wording it, the Moderator ask'd the Commiſſioner if 


theretore 


his Grace had any thing to ſay about it, whoanſwered, yes, and - 


(59) 1 
therefore deſired it might be delayed till the next day, which was 
accordingly done : the next day being the 12h. of Nov. the buſt- 
neſs of the Faſt was again brought before the Aſs. and the paper 
containing the reaſons of it read with this alteration, that 7he De- 
claration, Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, and T eſt, and ſome ſnch par- 
ticulars were left out : It would leem that the Commiſſioners refu- ' 
ſed to ſuffer it to paſs if thele had been expreſly mentioned: where- 
fore to get the Commiſſioner to condeſcend to the thing, they 
daſht out the names : Bur he 1s an ignorant reader, and has little 
$kill in ſpelling who doth not perceive that they are all couch'd & 
implied. So-this day the reaſons were approved, and an aQ paſs'd, 
requiring all perſons throughout the Kingdom whether in Kirks 
or Meeting houles punCQtually to obſerve the ſame. I ſhould detain 
you too long, it I ſhould give you an account of the reaſons here, 
and pals oblervations thereon. I chule rather toſend you the pa- 
per it ſelf that you may ſee 1t and conſider it with your own eyes, 
and at the firſt view of it you may be convinced how choaking ir 
will be to the Epiſcopal Clergy,who can neither in credit or con- 
ſcience obſerveitz nor can any who are lels intereſſed in the E- 
piſcopal Government go along with it, unleſs they could be per- 
ſwaded that Epiſcopacy, 15 not only unlawfull but the cauſe and - 
occaſion of much wickedneſs andimpiety, and the ſetting ir up is 
to apoſtatize from God,& to make DeteQtion from the truth. None 
can obſerve this faſt for the reaſons enjoyned, but at the ſame time 
they muſt condemn the Cherch of England and other Proteſtant 
Churches, nay the Catholick Church of Chriſt from the Apoftles 
days down to Calvin. The Aſs. underſtood well enough how con- 
trary the deſign and reaſons of this faſt were to the ſentiments of 
thoſe who were commanded to obſcrye 1t, 8& that they could not 

keep it without being guilty of the greateſt Hypocriſy and mock- 
ing of God: and therefore for them, for their own particular ends, 
to require men thus to mock God and play the Hypogrite, was a 
horrid and moſt unjuſtifiable peice of yillany : this ſhews that they 
faſt for {trite and envy, and not to pleaſe God,but to enſnare men, 
'not to avert the Divine Judgements but that they may have oc- 
caſion of executing their wrath and malice under the Colour and 
ſhaddow of zeal againſt Sin. Wal the Act of the Aſs, for the ſaſt 
« . - 2 | y : 5 - 


Thave ent you alſo the a& of Councill annexing the Civil SanQi- 
on to it procured by my Lord Crawford's means: and Vide the laſt 

I defire you to take Notice of the Cloſe of it, where Paper- 
the Obſervation of the Faſt is Urged out of fear of Gods wrath, 
and after that is ſubjoyced the higheſt perils from them, which 
' Jome ſaid was like the Proclamations of one Borthwi k ſometimes 
a Bayliffin this City, which were wont to be under the pain of 
death, and fourty Pound beſides. The mentioning of theſe prin: 
ted Ats brings to my Viemory a paſſage of rhe Printer; Some in 
hopes of getting gain thereby Petitioned the Afs. for the gift of 
publiſhing their Ads. Mrs. Anderſon claim'd the priviledge by - 
vertue ofa gift from the King to print all publick. As and Procla- 
 mations; and withall ſhe might have deſerved ſuch a favour from 
them having ever heretofore Favoured their Party, and allowed 
them the uſe of her Preſs for publiſhing their Pamphlets, and e- 
ven ſuch as durſt not be well avowed. But either becanſe they 
would -have a Printer of their own diitinQ from the Kings, or 
"that they would not ſhew kindneſs to her, who had acceffion to 
the guilt of the late Reigns, by printing their ſinfull As and 
Proclamations : for one or both theſe Realons they denied her. . 
the Favour, and beſtowed it on George Moſman who repreſented 
. 4n his Petition, that he was not only always a true friend to therr 
Intereſt, but alſo a ſufferer tor the Cauſe. And it's true he wase- 
ver Whig enough, but what his Suff.rings were It is not well 
known, ſecing he ever lived peaccably at Ederbargh, and had the 
freedome of a g90d trade, whereby he is become Fat every way. 
Other men loſe by their Sufferings,- but they gain by theirs even 
inthislife . So Mr. Fohnſtox died two Thouſand pound Sterling. 
rich who was not worth forty or fifry pound when he left his 
charge. Tho' Mrs. Anderſox was repulſed by theAfs. yet ſhe would 
not give over, but next tried her Intereſt with the Councill, that 
vt leaft ſhe might have the printing of thoſe Ats which had the Civil 
- SanQtion added to them,they being comprehended within her gift. Crawford 
who thinks all the Atts of the Presbyterians ſhould be like the Laws of the 
Medes and Perſians frood up for Moſman, others pleaded Mrs. Anderſons - 
right, itnot being in the power of the Council, far leſs of the Aſs. to take 
away their right ayd property or any part of it. But one ſaid _— 
| | that 
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that the Caſe ſhould be ſtated not beywixt Mrs. Arderſon and Moſman, but 
betwixt the King andthe Aſs, whether the King. ſhould yield to the AG. 
or the Aſs. to the King My Lord Crawford thought the firſt no abſurdity, 
and offered to produce inſtances of it in former times. But the reſt of the 
Councellors thought they were obliged in Civility to prefer the King, and 
ſo Mrs Anderſon carried It. | | 

I believe I may have wearied you with the length of my Letter, 
I crave pardon only to add two or three particulars more, and I 
ſhall cloſe. The firſt was, their appointingan anſwer to be made 
to the printed accounts of the perſecution ofthe Epiſcopal Cler:- - 

y in this Kingdom. At the generall meeting it was laid on Mr. 

I elirum who declin'd it. Then it was recommended to Mr. Alex- 
| ander Pitcairine who did nothing in it. He excuſed himſelf before 
the Afs. in that he knew not the matters of fat and the true In- 
formation was not ſent him. The Aſs, ordered him again to goon 
in it,and appointed Mr G/bert Rle, and ſome others to afſfift him 
in the work, and required all the members to furniſh them with 
Inſtructions proper for 1t. Mr. Meldram in a Szrmon before the 
Aſs. offered to Jultify the barbarities of the Rabble, and the ill u- 
age which the Epiſcopal Clergy met with, alledging that their 
errors, vices and {candals deſerve no better at the peoples hands - 
But what Juſtification 8 defence will be made by thoſe who are 
appointed todo it, in name of the Aſs. I do not know, but thisI 
am confident, that they will never prove any material circum: 
ſtance in matter of fa&t to be falſe. 

A Second particular Iamto make you acquainted 'with; isan - 
AR for taking off the ſentence 9f depoſition which was pronoun- 
ced againſt ſome Miniſters, eſpecially thoſe of the Remanſtrators 
party 44729 1660. I told you before that it had been propoſed at the - 
General meeting, but was then laid aſide by reaſon of the miſtakes - 


that were like to ariſe among the Brethren abour it. Now the Mo- - * 


derator who was mainly concerned 1a the buſineſs finding him- 
ſelf a lirtle better ſtated madean overture of it to the Aſs: the day 
it was diſſolved: and to obtain it the moreeafily, he brought it in 
by way ofa ſurprize: Brethren, ſaid he, you may remember there were - | 
once ſome unhappy differences among us, which ſome- carried ſo high as to - 
proceed to inflict the ſentence of depoſition upon ſome 0nthat_ account; | 

| now 
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wow 7 think it fit before we part, that this ſentence be revoked ; that as we 
are all out mans bitras ſoiwe maybe all alike ſtated. Mr. Gilbert Rule 
replied, thathe judged it better to bury theſe matters 13 oblivion, 


_ that they could not paſs a generall AQ for reponing theſe men 
without re-examining their proceſſes, which was no ways fit 3 8& 
- perhaps they. would not be found all alike, for ſome might be de- 


poſed for Scandall and other Crimes, and not only for theſe 1in- 
happy heats and differences. 'The Moderatoraaſwered him, Bro- 
ther there is 28 need of condeſcending. ou particulars, and I believe they 
wil be found all alike, and that they aye all very honeſt men that are con- 


- cerned: So henamed Mr. Fier and ſome others, and among the + 


reſt himſelfin the third perſon, ſaying, 7here is one Mr, Hugh 
Kennedy, whom I warrant you ken all we!l enough. To conclude, the 
Att paſſed,the ſentence of depoſition lying upon theſe perſons was 
made.void, and they declared to be true and lawfull Miniſters. 


- And herein .truly the Moderators wit faiPd him, for inſtead of 


righting himſelf which he deſigned, he raiſed objections againſt 
himſelf which otherwiſe would have been forgotten :and by this 
AQ brought an indelible taſh both. upon his own publick Miai- 
ſtry theſe two three y ears, andalſo upon the preſent Als. in that 
the Moderator and many of its members were both legally and 
Canonically incapable. Now that they hear this, they pretend that 
the ſentence was taken off formerly, and that the Aſs. only ratify- 


ed and confirmed what was formerly done in theſe mens favour, 


and that it was-uſuall to ratify inthe firſt Generall Aſs, the Atts of 
inferiour Judicatories. But as they cannot inſtance the time nor 
the meeting in which theſe perſons were reponed, ſo they never 
had any proper or ayowed meeting for ſuch a buſineſs till the In- 


- dulgence granted by King Fames: and we never heard it ſo much 


as-propoſed before in any of their avowed meetings till the laſt ge- 
neral one as was already declared ; andeither the ſentence lying 
upon theſe perſons was valid or not: If it was not,then what need- 
ed ſuch a Solemn annulling of it by an Act of the Generall Aſs. 


' Butifit was valid, then the Afs. approved of men who were con- 


tumatious tothe diſcipline & government ot theirown Church 

for they received ſuch to be-members of the Aſs. and alſo .choofed one of 

that Gang to preſide in it, whatever may be ſaid as to the depoſition of 
| CE CE: | theſe 
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theſe men, if it was found expedienr that the Aſs. ſhould paſs a verdi& oft 
it, it had been prudent and proper to have done it before their admiſſion 
as members ; and if the Credit of the Aſs. had been regarded, they would 
not have c noſen a Moderator againſt whom there was ſuch a- conſiderable 
exception : certainly a leſs reaſon may invalidate the Authority of the Aſs. 
render it unlawfull and unworthy to be owned and ſubmitted to. 
Thela{ marticular [ſhall trouble you with is about the chooſing Com- 
miſſioners t » go from the Als. to the King'to make a true repreſentation 
of their pr -ceedings, to intreat the continuance of his favonr, and to vin» 
dicite cher elves from the 'afpecſions of their enemies. It's ſaid that Mr. 
| Carſtairs w w..9m the king had'ſcnt down with letters of inftrucGion to the 
Aſs. expec::1 that they wonld h1ve honoured him with that” truſt, but 
whether ic 4-5 out of any Jealouſy of his condu& or faithfullneſs;: or ifit - 
was Lo grati'y others who might have had particular deſigns of their own 
they paſſed by Mr.Carſt «irs, and gave the Employment' to Mr. Gitbert Rule - 
and Mr. David Blair. The firſt I have often had occaſion to mention, the 
other preached in a meeting-houſe here ; he is ſaid to be not ſocourſe buy 
ſomething better Poliſhed than” other common Presbyterians { 'He is Son #% 
to Mr. Robert Blair Mjniſter at St. Andrews, who was famous for many *- 
things but eſpecially his Civility to King Charles the 24. when he made him 
a Viſit at his own houſe. Mr. Blair when the King came in was fitting in © | 
a Chair, and it ſeems at the time under a bodily infirmity w hich both kept  *! 
him from riſing and excuſed it, when Mrs. Blair ran to to fetch a Chair to © 
the King, he ſaid, My heart do not trouble your ſelf, he is a young man he Ti | 
draw in one to bimelf, 
Art laſt I come to the diſſolution of the Aſſembly, which was talked of 
"*yerall days before, and atnally concluded and reſolved upon Nov. 13. 
Their laſt Sederunt was 1n the afternoon, and continued till it was night. - 
There they debated the calling of another Aſs. and the time of its fitting 3 
ſome were for one month, ſome,were for another; and there were few 
months of the year but was-favonred by one or other as fitteſt for an Aſs. 
In the mideſt of theſe debates among themſelves, the Commiſſioner (whoſe 
adviſe they never ſought in the affair ) ſtood up and diſſolved them in thes'. 
Kings name, and by the ſame Authority called and appointed another to - i 
meet on the firſt of Nov. next to come, 1691. The- Aﬀembly.. was.Snr- | 
prized with this, but it would ſeem they thonght not fit tocall it inqueſti- - | 
on, therefore they ſubmitted : and all was concluded with a, prayer and 
Plalm : The Palm they Sung was the 1 33.; if 
Thus ended our famous Aﬀembly: an account. whereof [ have: given | 
you as fully and exaQly as I conld : 1 was not overhaſty to believe any, in- - | 
fornation till I found it confirmed by two: or three others :* If I be mi- ' {| 
taken in ſome. ſmall circumkances, which the beſt Hiſtorians may erre in; .- 
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Jam fure go material falſhood can be charge upon me, Let it be no pre 


judice againſt the truth of my relation, that I ſometimes appear no friend - 


to the Party 3 but tho'] bs not, - 1 will not willingly and wittingly lye 


upon them. I need not aſſure you of my ingenuity who- knows that I hate 
ſ}.- to utter a1ye, cither for advancing the beſt cauſe or deſtroying the worſt. . 
But I confeſs I can hardly bridle my; paſſion when I conſider theerrour.and 


injuſtice, the unreafouableneſs and Hypocriſy which theſe people are guil- 


ty of, who if you will take their word for itare the only true Godly, and. 


- who only have a ſenſe of Religion and the practiſe of it : but I am confi- 
dent neither Church nor Religion will proſper till that Spirit be caſt out 
which poſſeſſes them. I pray God convert them, and let out much of kis 
' Spirit upon them, and all others, that our Land may have Pexce, and that 
the diviſions of our Church may be healed ; that our Confuſions may be 
- wholly removed, and order and good Government reſtored, and that the 
worſhip of God may be duly and decently performed as may beſt 
tend to the advancement of his Glory, and the good and Edification of the 
Souls of-his people, with this prayer for the Church, and-my hearty 
wiſhes for your {clf, | take my leave at this time. 

December 1690. 


Er _e__ 


* RATRIALS 2d 2 oe neem — STE 


Fo x AB a> il fotes He BNR 9. beret 
48 5 eS od 1 4h = 0 99» Be Dt VR x hBtr 2 HBO PEERS <E 


(65 ) 


—— ” 
CT ———— 


INFORMATION 


FOR THE oh 


Heritozs, Elders, &. 


PARISH 


OF THE | 


of PEEBLE 


_ Againff 
M** WiLLIaM VEarTCH. 


=\ HE lateMr. Fobn Hay Miniſter 
of the Goſpel ar Peebles, be- 
- Ing by Bodily Pain and Sick- 


neſs utterly diſabled for the 
publick Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, and ap- 
prehending the time of his Departure to 
be approaching 3 Our of a deep concern 
for his Flock, afrer the Example of good 
and fairhful Paſtors in all Ages, reſolved 
to look out for a Succeflor ; And for that 
effet, wrote to the Duke of Queensbery, 
(then undoubted Patron of the Pariſh of 
Peebles) ro nominate ſome Able and God- 
ly Miniſter, who might aſſiſt him as a 
Helper during his Life, and to whom he 
might recommend and leave his Charge 


at his Death. His Grace heing well a>. 


risfied with ſo Pious a defire, remirs the 
choice to himſelf, whereupon he calls 
and invites Mr. Robert Knocks, one of the 
Miniſters of the City of Glaſgow, who ha- 


ving accepted the Call, and co the great 
Comfort of the Paſtor and People, ſerved, 
_the Cure. for ſometime :; The ſick Man; 


had His peaceable Exir in the Lord, ſola- 


cing himſelf in this ;. That he hag! not left. 


bis Tek 6 Sheep without a Shepherd; Im- 
mediately after whoſe Deceaſe, che Heri- 
xors, Elders, and Parochioners,did apply 


themſelves to the Duke's FaRor, to Peti- 
tion the Duke then at London, and to ac- 
quaint him, that they Unanimouſly defi- 
red Mr. Robert Knocks to be their Mini- 
ſter, in place of the deceaſt Mr. Jobn Hay, 
which accordingly the Duke agreed to, 
and ordered Mr. Knox to continue in the 
Exerciſe of his Miniſtry there.And there-. 
afrer upon the 17th of November 158g, 
being the Lord's Day after Sermons, the 
Seffion being fitting, and the Duke's Ler- 
ter read untrothem, the whole Hericors, 
Elders,and Parochioners then preſenr,did 
Unantmouſly and Cheerfully receive the 
ſaid Letter and Nomination, and promi- 
ſed tro Mr. Knox all the Encouragement 
that could be expeted from a Duriful 
People; And the Seffion did order the 
Lairds of Hayſtoun, and Halkſhaw, William 
Plenderleith, John Hope, and John Gevan, 
lace Provoſts of Peebles, to wait upon 
the Duke at his Return, and give hi 
Thanks 1n all their Names for his care of 
them, After which rime Mr. Knox ha- 
vingall che right ro be Miniſter ar Peebles, 
which the ſtate of the Church could then 
admir of, viz. Defignarion and Appoint- 
ment of the Pacron, with the Conſent 
and a: + of the Heritors, Elders, 
and 
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tia! Part of rhe People, and wanting only. 
the formality of. an Induttion or Inftiru- 
tion, in regard there was 09 Legal Eccle-, 
ſrflicf Flcatar then In;being to con- 
fet it on hm, continued id the free and 
peaceable Exercile of his Miniſtry, ubcil 
the ſixteenth of February 1650, when 
ſome violent Interruption being offered 
unto him by g;Company of Unruly Peo- 
ple, ashy wes Foming to'the Church on 
the Lord's Day in rhe Morning; the He- 


* ritors, Elders and People as aforeſaid, 


were ſo much concerned, that by an ex- 
preſs Obligation ſubſcribed under their 


_ Handsy they deglare theit Reſolution to 


hefe.ro the (aid Mr.Kn)ky as their Mi- 
iſter ; And Commiſſioned ſome of their - 


Number to purſue chat high Riot, before -- 


the Moſt Honourable Lords of their Ma- 
zefties Privy Council; Upon whole Com- 
plaint and Application,” the Lords of 
Council finding Mr. Knox to have good 
Righr to ſerve the Cure ar the Church of 
Peebles, did juſtly puniſh the Aurhor ot 
the Tumulr, and oblige the Magiftrates 
of Peebles, ro take ſuch care of rhe Peace, 
that there mighr be rio Interruption ot- 
fered ro him tor rhe Future, and there- 
afrer he enjoyed his Miniſtry comfor- 
rably and/peaceably, until the Presbytery 


having as would ſeem by all their poſte- 


rior A&s, reſolved to Thruſt him ourzand 
obtrude another on the Pariſh, did: by 
their A& of the 24th of Fuly laſt at Kir- 
hurd, withour ever examining his Right 
and Title, or giving him-any- Citation, 
Proceeding-upon a falſe Suppoſition; as 
if he had pofleſt himſelf wrongouſly of 
the Church, required him-ro forbear 
Preaching, till he ſhould be allowed by 
them. - The Extra& of which AQ; being 
delivered to him by the preſent Provoit 
of Peebtes moſt'unſcaſonably upon the 
'Lord's Day rhereafrer, juſt as he was'go- 


CY 


ie Fair Pulpit ; he taking ir as the 
ak 


plainly bears, ' robe only a Tempo-" 
rary-reftrainr; till ſucly time ache ſhould: 


apply himſelf ro the Preebjtery for their 


+ Allowance, did patiently atid pleaſantly 


obey it, raking his ſcar among the Au- 
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and by far the preateſt and moſt ſubſtan- 


ditors, while the Provoſt fetcht a Mini- 
ſter from the Meeting- Houſe-to Preach in 
the Church, who after Sermons by an 
Order (as. he ſaid) from-the. Presbytery, 
ſufprized the Pariſh, by declafing the 
Church to be yacanr, for'the "ſupply of 
which pretended: Vacancy, the ſaid Preſ- 
bytery ſent Mr. Robert Eliot one of their 
own Number, upon the 24th of Auguft 


- being the Lord's Day, to Preach and hold 


a Meering. for the calling of one Mr. 1:1- 
liam Veatch; Whiclf Meeting being called 
atrer Sermons, the Heritors, eicher by 
themſelves, or their Proxies, together 
with all the ordinary Elders of che Pa-._ 
rih,. and ithe gegeraliry Hf chefwhe 
Peepke, Campecredand teſted ajainſt 
rhecalling of Mr, Veatch, appealing from 
the Presbytery to the next Provincial, or 
General Aſſembly thar ſhould happen to 
be, proniiſing/ to give in the double of 
their Proteſtation and” Appeal, with che 
Reaſons thereof to the Presbytery the firſt 
Day of their Meeting; whereupon they 
rook Inſtruments. The ſaid Mr. Robert 
Eliot 1na ſtravge and unbecoming Hear 
and Tranſport, inſolently. preſuming, to 
rake Inſtruments againſt them in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and withour an 
regard-to their Proteffation, he' with his 
Aﬀocigres' proceeded ro, Nominate ſo 
many precended | Commiſſioners, to go 
the next diy wich Mr.Wikiam Ruſſel who 
was ſent by the- Presbytery, and in the 
Name of the Pariſh-of Peebles, to offer a 
prerended Call to the ſatd Mr. Veatch, a- 
mong which Commnſſions che notori- 
ous Villain Beatty, who cccafioned the 
former Tumyk, was'one;,who for his hot 
rid Prophanarion-of the Lord's Day, ahd 
villanous Atrempr thereupou againſt Mr, 
Knox, had' been lately and 'deſervedly 
puniſhed by rhe'Privy Council, ro which 
Call,albeir only ſtpned by Cardronnd, wh 
has bur ſmall Intereſt inthe Parifh,” and. 
two or three mean: Heritors who" Hive 
bat rwo Aikers of Ground apicce almoſt; 
Mr. VeattÞ-cordially imbracing,came and 
preſetited it to the Prevbyrery of Peebles, 
at and within the Chappel thereof upon 
the dayof September following; The 


which day and; place,: the Hericors 5c. 
by themſelyes. and their Proxies, com- 
peared and gave in their Proteſtarion and 
Appeal ia Writing, with the moſt grave 
and weighty reaſons thereof, wiz. That 
the Church could not be reputed vacant,Mr, 
Knox who had befide Poſſeſſion, a good 
Right and Title thereto, and to whom 
they were firmly reſolved to adhere,nor 
being either Depoſed, or Deprived, bur 
only Inhibiced for a time, by the Ad of 
the Presbytery, and his Right not exa- 
mined, and diſcuſſed either by the Preſ- 
bytery, or any other competent Fudicatory z 
And ſuppoſe the Church had been vacant, 
as it was not; Yet the ſaid pretended 
Call of Mr. Veatches was ipſo fafto void 
and null, in regard of ſeveral effential 
DefeR&s and Informalicies of ic, ſuch as 


the. Call had nor been made ina Regular 


way. by a publick meeting of Heritors, 
- Elders, and. Town Council, bur- by pri- 
yace ſubſcriptions, which the Magiſtrates 
of Peebles by menaces and promiſes had 
ſecretly colle&ed from a multirude of 
Perſons legally uncapable of any vote in 
the EleQion 3. Some of. chem having no 
intereſt at all in the Pariſh, That there 
were none of theElders conſenting there- 
unto, and of a mulricude of conſiderable 
Hericors. in the Pariſh, only:rwo or three 
petty and obſcure.ones conſented, All 


which reaſons,are more fully.expreſt-in, 


the Apper whereupon they rook Inſtru- 
ments, 


< 


long) taking no.notice thereof, nor-to 


youchſafe in che leaſt any, Anſwer there-. 
ro, accepted of and. ſaſtaiged the afore- : 
ſaid pretended Call,exibited unco them - r) 
_ favour f ; | ſembly, | holden at Glaſgow, December 17. 
Edi&. to be. ſerv'd for him... the next: 
Lord's Day zjwhich Edi being returned; 
to the Presbyrery, upon the 17th of Sep-. 


in favours. of Mr. Veatch, Ordering an 


rember, and called at. the Chappel-door, 
compeared.. again ; the Heriars,, Ele 


TT w#.'y 


ut the whole Presbytery (except, 
an. Old Graye. Man who diſſented all a- 


was a perſon utterly unknown to them 
and that they oughr not to be conſtrained 
with an 7mplicite Faith, to intruft the care 
of their Souls to a Man of whom they had 
no-competent knowledge \ Yea, that he was 
a Stranger to the Presbytery it (elf, and 
that rhey had never been at the pains to 
hear him Preach ; that chey mighr judge 
of his Qualifications for ſo eminent a 
place 3 that the little Tryal che Pariſh 


had of him in two or three Sermons, - 


they were in their private Judgement of 
Diſcretion not well pleaſed with his way 
of Preaching, for ſeveral Grave and 
Wetghty Exceptions which they had' 
ready to produce, That for the proſpe& 
of a more lucrative place, he had by in- 
direft methods gor himſelf looſed from 
other Calls, that he might force himſelf 
in upon the Pariſh of Peebles. And finally, 
that the Presbytery had in many inſtances 
behaved themſelves very partially in this. 
whole Afﬀair, for all which Reaſonsmore 
amply enlarged by them. at that time, 
and contained in their Inſtruments ; They 
did de novo Proteft and Appeal againſt a- 
ny further. Procedure of the Presbytery 
upon the ſaid Edit, giving 1n a Copy of 
this their new Appeal, with the Reaſons 
of it, and taking Inſtruments chereupon, 
in contempt of which repeated Appeals, 
with the moſt irrefragable Reaſons there- 
of; the Presbytery having- determined 
before hand. ro inſtirure Mr, Veatch; and 
for that effe& ingaged: Mr. Robert Eliot 
ro Preach ar his loſticrucion, proceeded 
the very next day, being the 18th of 
September, aually ro Inſticure him, in 
moſt Illegal and Diforderly way, contra- 
ry. to-an expreſs Aﬀt of the General 4/- 


1638. | Wheteby it is-expreſly provide 

That nd. per(on be obtruded-into any Office in 
the Kirk, contrary to the will of the Congre= 
gation. ' At which ge rr Inſtitution, 
rhere were none of the Heritors of any 


ders, {F'c+and Declared their Adherence;, worth,:, or--eſteem; nor of the ſtanding - 


ro their. former-Projeſtationand A <a, 2 
4 i3}.or 3, a8@ 
ſubjoyniog fame more pregpane Reaſons: 


with rhe whole Reaſong i there 
rherezo 3 vie That the (aid Mr, Veatch 


prays the Pariſh, (and-excepting. 


che; pretene Magiſtrates;) - none+ of the + 
F es Pariſhioners ;:Yea, in/propor- 


tion of the Body gf the Pariſh, few at all 
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to Accept of or Imbrace him zin ſo much 


thar it's informed, Mr. Elljot publickly 


expreſſed his grief, Thar there were (o 
few honeſt Men in the Pariſh ro recelye 
rheic Paſtor, -_ , 

In Reſpe& of all which, and that the 
Hericors conſenting ro Mr. Veatch his 
Call, are but very few, and againſi ſeve- 


- ralsof whom there are Competent and 


Relevant Exceptions; viz, Thar ſome 
of chem are notHerirors, and others by 
promiſe of eaſe of their Stipends, and 
ſome by Threatnings if they did nor con- 
ſent; And that the Heritors who have 
proteſted againſt the ſaid Call, are nor 
only the moſtconſiderableHeritors, and 
have the moſt confiderable Intereſt in 
the Pariſh, but are double the number 
of the other, beſide the whole Elderſhip. 
It is therefore hoped, That his Grace, 
His Majeſtie's High Commiſſioner to the 4ſ- 


ſembly, the Right Reverend Moderator, 


and the Reverend Brethren of the Gene- 


ral Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland now . 


firting, May Examine, and take into their 
Grave and Godly Conſideration, the 
whole Progreſs of this Aﬀair, rogether 
with the Pariſhes Proteſtacions and Ap- 
peals, which they Humbly Crave may 
be publickly Read, hoping by their Pious 
Wiſdom, to have their Lawful Paſtor 
reſtored unto them 3 And in Order 
thereunto, to be relieved of-ſuch an I[- 


legal Intruder, who upon many Accounts | 


has rendered himſelf unfic ro be contt- 
nued in ſuch a Charge, particularly, be- 
cauſe being conſcious to himſelf of the 
weakneſs and inſufficiency of his Call, 

rely by his own Solicitations, partly 

y other undire& Methods, he did 1n- 
fluence ſome few Heritors. of Note, to 
fign it after an Edi& had been ſeryed 
thereupon; Againto ſhake himſelf Looſe 
from the Calls, which were Referred to 
the. Synod of Kelſo, he had prevailed 
with ſome of his Friends, to Repreſent 
his Call co Peebles, as the effe@ of an 1m- 
mediate and Extraordinary Providence, 
which they did Co flouriſh out 1n the ſe= 
veral Circumſtances, . that it might ap- 
pear equivalent to a voice from Heayen, 


(6) : a 


which he ought nor to diſobey, Where- 
as it can be evinc'd, by clear Evidences, 
That ir was a Draught andDeſign of Men, 
carried on underhand for a conſiderable 
time, And 1tis left to the Aſſembly to 
judge whar a groſs Hypocrifie and Abuſe 
of the Sacred Name of Providence, it is to 
pretend an mmedtate hand of God, to the 
Cobweb-Plors and Contriyances of ſinful 
Men Sure, for as well as rhis Providence 
was painted forth to gain this point be. 
fore the Synod, there were ſome of thar 
Meeting, who could ſee thorow the va- 
nity of that Pretence; And in ſpecial, 
one Grave and Wiſe Member, could nor 


ler ir paſs without a tart RefleQion on it; 


Siklike, upon the day of his Admiſfion, 
he was not afraid publickly to rake God 
to wirneſs, that no proſpe& of a prear 


'Benefice had induced him to come to 


Peebles, whereas it tranſcends rhe com- 
prehenfions of rhe moſt vaſt and exten- 
five Charity, to fancy what other motive 
could prevail with him, torejeR Calls of 
People that were Zealous and Unanimous 
for him ; and thruft himſelf in upon a 
Pariſh who deſired him nor, and can ex- 
ped no Spiritual Comfort from his Mini- 
ſtry. And finally, He has ſince that time 
impoſed conditions of admitring Chil» 


dren to Baptiſm in that Pariſh, which 


neicher the Law of the Land, nor the 
late General Meeting of this Church has. 
warranted him to do 3 whereupon ſeve- 
ral Perſons were neceſlitate to rake their 
Children to be Bapriſed by others, and 
ſomehave taken Inſtrumenrs againſt him, 
And not a few Infants have been in appa- 


rent Danger of Dying withour Bap- 


riſm, to the great grief of- their Pa- 
rents; Among whom were weak Twins 


ns >. to one of the Jate Magiſtrates. 


All which can clearly be proved agamit 
him,togerher with ſeveral other Articles 
which they have to produce, and can 
prove, competent time being allowed un- 
ro them for the Citation of Witneſfes, buc 


which they have hicherto forborn to 
. make uſe of; our of tenderneſs to his Cha- 


racer, - and will always forbear till they 
be conſtrained to take this laſt Remedy, 
, This 


— 
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This is the-exadt Copy of the Information and Petition given 
in by Mr. Zerict, Miniſter of Dalkezth, in Print, to the 


Privy Council at Edenburgh. 


INFORMATION 


FOR ; | 


Mr. #LEXANDER 


HERIOT7, Miniſter at 


DALKEITYH. Ad” 
| 1n Relation to the Libel againſt him, before the Presbytery at Dalkeith, and 


 - the Sentences thereon. 


And Petitions to the Lords of Their M A- 


FESTIES Privy Coungil. 


The Appeal given in by the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot to the Synod of 
Midlothian, wes a ſhort Information of the Progreſs of that 


Proceſs 


Oderator, Being conſcious of my 
/.L Innocence, and finding my ſelf 
Wronged, and Injured, I here appeal 
from this Synod, to the firſt General 4/- 
ſembly, when ir ſhall meet; and in the 
mean time to their Majeſties Prote&ion, 
for Juſtice and Relief; And fince the Law 
allows the Liedges ,a competent time to 
give in the Reaſons of their appeals, 1 
here Proteſt wichinTwenty four hours,to 
give in the Reaſons of rhis my appeal to 
your Clerk; And withall, I proteſt thar 
chis be Recorded by him. And upon all 
I take Inſtruments. 


The Reaſons of Appeal of Mr. Alexander 
Heriot Miniſter . at Dalkeith, from the 
Sywd of Midlothian, to the next Lawful 
Generel Afﬀembly, And to their MA- 

> FESTIES Prote#ton for Juſtice, and Re- 
lief in the mean time. 


HERE being an Inditment gi- 

| yen in to the Presbytery of Dal- 
keith againſt the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot, 
and the Libel bearing it to be given in in 
the Name of the Parochiners, the ſaid 


, t0 that time, 15 as follows. 


Mr, Alexander Herigt and - Parochiners: 
compeered, and craved that his accu- 
ſers might be named to him, and thar 
they: might ſybſcribe their Charge a- 
gainſt him; And. that in regard that 
the ſaid Herirors and Parochiners 'did 
not only Viva Voce, but by a Writ un- 
der their Hands Diſclaim and Diſown 
It, except Alexander Calderwcod, and a 
few others, ex face populi. And albeit 


no Libel ought to be admitted without 


a Purſuer; Yet the Presbytery refuſed ro 
condeſcend upon the Inglivers of the Li- 
bel, or to ardain them to own and ſub- 
ſcribe it. Like as, none had the Confi- 
dence toownit,except.the ſaid Alexander 
Calderwood,who ſatamong them as one of 


the Ralidg Ajcery and who is notourly- 


known to be:thEſaid Mr. Alexander Heri- 
ot's declared Enemy (although without 
cauſe) and who inyenced and reported 


moſt falſe Calumnies againſt him, of 


which when he was challenged, his an- 
ſwer was, That whether-chey were true 
or falſe,he-had thereupon caken rwo hun- 
dred of the Parochiners from his Com» 
munion 5, 
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_. munion 3 Mr. Herio? decli 


: ry 2 b-, uit 


udge iv (this 'maxttr,, wh 
por and accuſed-z which . not ons 
ly conſiſted” in 'the' knowledge of the 


\ Presbytery (who had no other Informa- 


tion but his) but which was likewiſe of- 


likewiſe of- 
fone langingebreck agaloſt lf Ln.) 


Reaſon, and good Order, the Presbytery 


would not remove him, bur allowed htm | 


to fir as one of Mr. oo Judges, wm 
appointed him one of the Examinators © 
HE Witheffes: and. he Jodgcttin char 


ſtation, informed and tampered. with, to 


(70) 
hed him as the Libel Valid, ” and Proved; and 
iRec both: {ther efore, and in regard of Mr. He- 


' Appeal ta the'Geniera 
Ce 0a 


rwt's Contumacy .Cas they termed his 
N14 bly, . which 

A #. laſt) they ' ſuſpended him - 
from the Miniſtry, and referred him for 


turthef Cenfure rothe General Aſſembly. 
'Bur 6y Gabe A hs having found 


no Contumacy in the Appeal, they refer- 
red him back again tothe Synod, And 
now oy Oo eh Alexander does again 

Pp<al tron, che Synod, and,trom an 
ck the) ſhall give in th -Matthe, 
e next lawful General Afﬀembly, 


ſome of them, and threarned others, as- andm the mean time, to Their Majeſties 


ro what they ſhould depone; and the 


Wirneffes being overawed-and interrup- 


reid in their Examinations, and nor allow-.- 


ed to declare the whole Truth tn com- 
plext matters of Fa&, whereby the De- 
poſicions may be lame and; weak, and car- 

contrary 'meaning of” rhe, 


Truth, \6f-whar the 'Wirneſſes offered to 


_ depone 3 And ſome of the Wirnefles ha- 


ving deſired thatthey might (ce and read 


their: own. Depofitions before: they ſub- 


ſcribed. them, the ſame was abſolutely 


refuſed; with this Expoſtulation3: What ?. 


do you. diftruſt us? anil do 'you queſtion our 
theſe Wirnetſes ſubſcribe what was writ- 
ren, ſo that there may be lefe our rhe 
material parts of theirDepoſitions, which 
cleared their. Miniſter. And nor” only 
are there _ ſcyeral Articles of the Libel, 


which are not upon.theſe Heads,to which: 


the 'Trial of the Regular Clergy is reſtri&- 
.ed by A& of Parliament, and which 
are in themſelves altertus. fori, but like- 
wiſe there was an addirional Libel raiſed 
againſt rhe ſaid Mr. Alezander, and wich- 
out any Cication.given to'hum ——_—_ 
or Copy, Sight/or Norice-given'to-him 


Procedures more Partial, Pernicious, and 
Unjuſt. ' And Mr. Alexander Heriot having 


appealed from the Presbytery ro the Ge- ' 
ery gotwith- - 


neral Afﬀlembly,-che: Preobyr orwit 
ſtanding thereof: proreeded;apd: toynd. 
FIT. MI TET BY S119 bs Dot! 
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? And thus they. cauſed: 


= ; notwichſtap 
hereof; Wittiefſes are examined, than! ti $ 
 allwhichthere'can'be nothing in judicial 


Proreftion for Juſtice and Relief, For 
thir Grounds and Reaſons, | 

Firſt, There being a Petition given in 
by the Herirors and Parochiners of Dal- 
keith to the Synod, atteſting, the ſaid 


Nr. Alezanger his Faithfulneſs in the Mi- 


| ay, and his-Innocency as to the rhings 


Libelled againft him; and craving, thacr 
according: to the AR of Parliament, the 
Depoſitions of the Witneſſes might be 
made patent, that: they might be the ber- 
rer Redargued ; yet the Synod ſuffered 
nor the ſaid Pericionto'beread, 
' Secondly, The ſaid' Mr.” Alexander ha- 
ving repreſented to the' Syndd the fore- 


' ſaid Procedure of the Presbytery againſt 


him,and having craved that the Depoſitj. 
ons of che Wirneſfes,mighr be read before 
tim, and char he might have a Copy of 
the Adirional Libel; which he had'neyer 
ſeenz-ahd that 'conforin to the Aﬀt of 
Partiament,- the Depoſicjons of the Wic- 
nefles might be-ma e.patent to him, to 
the cnd chat he might have a Copy there. 
of, ro the effe&_ he might. the. bettes: 
clear hunch, from; any.ching; thar may 
ſcem to 'be* deponed againſt him ; yer 
ding, chereof, (and;compare 
to Law) the:ſame nas allo refuled by the 
Syhod, and undoubtedly for this Reafor 
That the Probation was weak, and mij h 


- 


Rot abide the Light nor Trial, for Ve 


hy , 


tay mnqueritt Angalgs, _. | 
Thirdly, The laid Mr."Alexander repre- 

$6 INT 7-2 bd ent ry; 2.6, Ce. 
{enced rorhe'Syn00, That he, was inigrmy 
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ed that one of rhe. Articles deponed a» 
ainſt him, was,. That, he ſhould. have.\ 
anced about a Bonfire the.14th of. OFo»;: 

ber 16883, and that rhe ſame, was the gn»; 

ly Article proved againſt him, which-he, 
inſtantly. redargued;. for-the faid; 146h 
day of - 0#ober 1688 fell upon a,Sunday,” 
and that the Wirnefles and: whole Inha- 
bitants of Dalkeith cannot bur declare, 
thar there was -nevgr; Bontires/ at Dalkgith 
upon a -Sunday, ſo phat i they. deponed 
alſly. Andtne Daneingabour a Bonfire 
being ſo pablick-an A&, that not-only the 

Witneſſes that have deponed ir, - bur ltke- 
ways many. others would- have ſeen it, 
and all the Inhabitants of Datkerth would 
have heard of ic, if it; had. been true; 
Yet notwithſtanding/: thereof, all the 
Neighbours to that Bonfire; and whole, 
Inhabicancs of Datkeith will declare and) 
depone, that they neither ſaw nor heard 
of their Miniſter danving ar that; or any: 
other Bonfire; yer, '\notwithftanding, of 

that clear;ConyiRion; and. redarguing;of 
thar Article, che Synod- had. ino regard 
rhereto, afhirming char chere was no help 
for it now,- it being ſo-depaned, which 

13 no other thing than as tHthey had-ſaid, 
that they were-ngt concerned tho' it were 
falſe, for 1t was ſo deponed;3: and which! 
is ſo conſequentall ro'aiciear and poſittye; 
Redarguing, and Improbation of che Ars»! 
ticle, and- Prohation' thereof, that the 
prejudice-and defigri of the!Synod to pro» 
ceed againſt the (aid Mr; Alexander upon 
whatever . was alleadged,;: alcho' without 
Probation, or upona Redargued Probatt» 
on, is evidently, manifeſt; 200142 

 4thly. The ſaid. Nr, Alexander repre» 
ſented-rorhe Synodz. thar hethad forimer- 
ly, appealed from the Presbytety,andthar 

It was but too evidentfrom what is above. 
narrated,” that they: were Party: againſt: 
him.: Andi which - was | further -demon= 
ſtrate from: this; [Thar the ſaid Presbyres- 
ry and Alexander Caiderwoods »Uid in: face: 
of the Synod norionly inferrapecithe (aid 
Mr, Alexander.\ when he was ſpeaking$ 


yy 
» 


bur likeways debared and reaſoned againſt. 
him as his oppdſice Parties, ſo that ivcould, 
not be expeGted,.. bur that they: would do 
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more when he was removed ont of the 
Synod, and:therefore'rhe faid Mr, Atex- 
ander declined the Preshbytery, and Alex - 
andr} Caldermad ds his. Judges; and bra- 
ved that: rhey':miptir: nor fir ro judge 
him. yer norwithftanding thereof, a? 
tit wiand Juſtice; they were nor 
removed; St : 
gthly.. Several Members of the Synod 
ntercupredthe fard Mr. Alexander, while 
he was'vindicarmg himſelf, in the face of: 
the Synod, and craving a fight of the Ad» - 
dirional Libel, and Depoſirion of the 
Witneffes; Andcried our, Thar the ſame 
ſhwld not be granted to him, asif every one 
of them. had had a Decifive Voie, and. 
which is without Example in aby Judica- 
cory, for avy of the. Judges to 1nterrupr 
rhe Defenders ſpeaking, and to cry out 
their Opinion, or rather Sentence, be= 
fore rhe Defender be removed; and 
which openly diſcovers their Prejudice, 
Deſign' and: Refolutton of proceeding as - 
oxinſtchefaid Mr. Alexanter, alcho' with- 
ourljuſt cauſe.” 
-6thly,' The Prejudiceand deſign of the 
Syn6ds proceeding againſt the ſaid Mr. 4- 
lexarider, on the ſaid lame, . weak, and 
null probation, 1s eyident, in fo far as ſe= 
veral Members of their | Number- did 
ak -and; deat wirh  him' to demity or 
hat otherways they would: depoſe him; 
Andithere:is nothing more'certain;'than 
thar-chey” would never have' Dealt with - 
him ro demir, - if the Probation agaifiſt 
him had been good'; Their malice ro the 
Regilay” Clergy being ſuch, as tharthey 
wouldrither Depoſe chem for'Fannora- 
lties;»>'and*Errors/in- DoRrine;''ro ex+ - 
poſe."rhem;” than-ſuifer chem' ro De- 
mir; andper off withour ſtain; when they - 
are-guilty:of rhe ſame. Bur Mr, Alexan- 
der being Conſciousiof his own Tnnocens - 
oy refuſed toDemit,-bur rather to ſuffer 
cheit' Kxcremity{ from ! which' he hos 
pe#'GOD. in his:gbddrime would Vindis - 
cat& him;/ Ahd. therefore tit being evi- 
denr from the'Groiwndsforeſaid,' that the 
Synod has'betaved'theniclyes moſt par- 
rially; and againſt»all' Law' and Form : 
The faid Mr. Alexander does rherefore 
ER CT Inq proteſt : 
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Proteſt againſt the Synods further Pro- 
ceeding 1n the ſaid Matrer, and appeals 
from them, and from any. ſentence. they 
| ſhall givethercin,: to the next lawful Ge- 
neral Aſſemblie, And to their MAJES- 
TIES ProteQion, for Juſtice, and Relief 
in the mean time ;- And Proteſts, Thar 
the ſaid Libels, ard Witneſſes Depoſiti- 
ons taken thereupon, may be preſerved, 
and nor pur out of the way, 
fime (and nor Copies thereof) may he 
produced to the next General Aſſembly; 
Or to any their Majefties ſhall be pleaſed, 
outof their Royal Authority, ro appoint 
to conſider the ſame : And that as the 
faid Mr. Alexander will publiſh and diſperſe 
his Appeal, and his Anſwers to the firſt 
Libel; Which he only did ſee for his 
own Vindication from any ſentence that 
ſhall follow hereupon ; So he expeRits, 
andearneſily Deſires, that the ſaid Synod 
- may Print both the Libels againſt him, 
and Depoſitions raken thereupon, for 
vindicationof their Juſtice, (if they can 


conceive they have done right :) But- 


which- Mr. Alexander hopes will rather 


vindicate his Innocency. And further, 


Mr. Alexander Craves, and Proteſts, That 
this his Appeal may be inſert in the 
Books of the Synod, / 
Notwirhſtanding of the Appeals fore- 
ſaid; the Synod proceeded, and Depoſed 
the ſaid Mr. Alexander from his Miniſtry, 
and thereupon the Elderſhip of the Pa- 
- Fiſh was invaded, and ſome few (ſeverals 
of them ſcarce worth ro be noriced as Re- 
' fidenters) have uſurped the power of e- 
le&ing Elders, and have elef&ted_ma- 


' ny moe than the number formerly u-. 
ſed, purpoſely as they think, to make; 


the greater Figure; alrho? bur, of rhe 
moſt inconſiderable of the Pariſh 3 and 
_ to Call, Impoſe, and Obrrude 
2 Miniſter upon-the Reft againſt rheir 
will, contrary. to the Laws of Charity, 
Pradtices of Chriftian Churches, and pro- 
feſſion of Presbyterians.” Norwirhſtand- 
ing that ue po Alexan - der rig pu 
Ap in Law preſerve. his Rig 
ls ke all. in flats/\quo, rhe time of 
the Appeal, while it be diſcuſt. 


ar (o the. 


Whereupon, not only the: ſaid Mr, 4- 
lexander Heriatt, but likewiſe the Heritors 
and Pariſhioners of Dalkeith have given 
in a Petition to the Lords of their Maje- 
flies moſt Honourable Privy Council, 
That they may be pleaſed to forbid the 
Calling of a Miniſter until the Appeal 
be diſcuſt; And that in the mean time, 
he may be reſtored to the Exerciſe 
of his-Miniftrie. And that the Presby- 
tery of Dalkeith ; And others who had 
the | Libels given in againſt him, and 
Depoſitions of the Wirnefſes, may 
make the ſame known to him, as Law 
001g That he may know what is li- 
belled, or may ſeem to be proved, to 
rhe effe& he may the better clear him- 
ſelf of the ſame, which is nothing bur 
falſe lies and calumnies: And whereof 
ſeveral . of the Presbyterian Miniſters, 
who have ſeen the Libels and Depofiti- 
ons, Affirm, thar there is nothing pre. 


rended to be proved, But the dancing a- 
bout the Bon-Fire; which is nor only 
clearly redargued to be falſe as aid is, 


rhere being no Bonfires either on the 
foreſaid day, nor for ſeveral months 
either before or after 3 Bur likewiſe if 
the perſons who have deponed ir were 
known, and re-examined, it will be found, 
rhey have deponed falſly ; And thar they 
have been dealt with ſo to Depone; 
And that this Falſhood may not be 
diſcovered, noc only are the Depoſj- 
rions kepr up, contrary to expreſs Law 
and ARs of Parliamenc; Bur likewiſe, 
no notice can be -gotten who were the 
perſons who have deponed ir, that they 
may be. infiſted againſt, 

Whereas it 1s-pretended, That the 
Lords of their Majeſties Privy Council, 
are not Judges competent to the ſentences 
of Ecclefiaflick Coures, and that as they 
cannot put in Miniſters in Churches, fo 
they cannot meddle with ſentences of De- 

rions. Ir is anſwered, Thar by the x. 
AH $8 Parl. Fa. 6, It is Statute and 
Ordained, That his Majeftie, and Council 
ſhall be es competent, To all Perſons 
Spiritual and Temporal, in all matters, And 
to.pretend, that the Council is not Judge 


competent 


TP \ p 
eompetent to ſentences of Fecleſraſtick, 
Coo:ts, is. 00: other then' to affirm, That 
theft Courts have an Arbitrary power, and 
may do wrong at their pleaſure withou Re- 
meed or Control. For it is evident, That 
Mr. Herritt ts woſtunieftt purfued and 
Depoſed, And it is alſo evident, that 
if 1t be not Redrefſed by the Council, 
he will never be Reſtored by thoſe Mini- 
Ret who have dealt fo unjuſily with 

im. 

And whereas, it is alleaged, That as 
the Council cannot put in Miniſters, ſo they 
cannot meddle with ſentences of Depoſition. 
Ir is anſwered, Thar the Council has not 
the power of Admiſſion and Ordination 
of Miniſters. But if a Miniſter having a 
lawful Call, the Presbyterie ſhould refuſe 
ro admit and Ordain him, albeit they 
have nothing to obje&t againſt him, upon 
Application to the Council or Seſfion, 
Letters will be dire&ed ro Charge the 
Presbyterie, to Admit and Ordain him, 
but multo magis in this caſe, where a Mi- 
niſter is Depoſed from his Miniſtrie, as 
likewiſe from his Benefice, (which is his 
Livelyhood and Maintenance) and yer 
moſt unjuſtly, and withour Ground or 


Reaſon z The Council 1s moſt praper 


Jud s, for Reſtoring him againſt the 
orelaid Oppreſſion, Injuric, and Unjuſt 
Sentence. : 

And for a further evidence of this un- 
juſt Sentence, 1+ is Humbly defired, tha 
the Lords of Their Majeſties Privy Coun- 
cil will be pleafed to take notice, Thar in 
the firſt Libel there are many Articles 
which are not to be admitted in Law ; 
And it is ſaid, that there is none of 
rhem proved, but the Dancing abour 


the Bonfire: And yet the Presbytery by 
their Sentence, found the Libel Relevanc 
and Proved, which muſt be underſtood 
as to the whole Articles of the Libel 
Complex ce, than which there is nothing 


(23) 


more falſe, as will appear by the Libels 
and Depoſitions,. if rhey were produecd, 
And yet thereupon fs. Heriort 1s firſt ſuf« 
ded by the Presbyrery, and referred 
y them to the General Afembly for fur- 
ther Cenſure, as if great Immoralities 
in Life, and Errors in Dof@rine, had 
been proved agaiuſt him. And che Sy» 
nod (to which the Afﬀembly remwred 
him) following the ſteps of the Pregby- 
rery, dex im. Now when Presby- 
rery and Synod, have ated rhus contrar 
ra cm—_ Law, and have done Dyed. | 
manifeſt Unjuſiice ; (and whereof all thar 
heard of ir are convinced and ſenſible) 
And having ſtated themſelves Partics a- 
ogainſt him, there can be no Remedy ex- - 
peed from the ſaid Unjuſtice,*Injury, 
and Oppreflion, unle(s the Lords af Their 
Majeſties Privy Council 1nterpoſe their 
Authority. te 

If ir be alleaged, That the late 
AQ of Parliament, The AQ of Supre- 
macy in Church matters 1s Repealed; 
It is anſwered, That the AQ of Parlia- 
ment 165g is Reſcinded, which extend- 
ed the Supremacy, to the Ordering and 
Diſpoſal of the External Government and 
Policy of the Church, and to the EnaQt- 
ing of Confticutions, Aﬀts, and Orders 
in the Church. Bur the foreſaid AR of 
K, Ja. 6, his 8 Parliament, is not Re- 
ſcinded, which 1s only as to the Judging 
of Ecclefraſtick Perſons in marters come 
plained upon; and which power is in» 
herent in the Crown, orherways there 
ſhould be Regnum in Regno;z and Church 
Judicatories ſhould have arbitrary Pow- 
er, without Redreſs or Control, as ſaid 
IS, 

In Regard whereof, The Lords of Their 
MATESTIES Privy Council are 
Tudges Competent, to this Injurie, Un» 
juſtice and Oppreſſion, And the Deſire 

of the Petitions ought to be Granted. © 


ACT. 
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ACT if the General Aſſembly, anent a Solemn National Fat 
and Humiliation, with the Cauſes thereof. 


At Edinburgh, November 12, 


# HE, General Aﬀembly, Having 
vo. raken into their moſt ſerious 
— Confiderarion, the late great 

and general Defe@ion of this Churchand 

_ Kingdom, have rhought fir ro Appoint 

a Day of Solemn Humiliation andFafting, 

for Confeſſion of Sins, and making Sup- 

Plication to bur Gracious God, to for- 

give and remove the guilt thereof: In 

order whereunto, they have Qrdained 


rhe Confeffion of Sins, and Cauſes of- 


Faſting following, to beduly Intimatand 
Publiſhed 3 Recommending it moſt ecar- 
neſtly to all perſons, both Miniſters and 
others, Thar eyery one of us may nor 
only ſearch and try our own hearts and 
ways, and ſtir up ourſelves to ſeek the 
Lord; But alſo in our Stations, and as 
we have acceſs, Deal wirh one another, 
In all loye'and tenderneſs, to prepare for 
fo great and neceffary a' Duty, that we 
may find mercy in God's fight, and He 
may be graciouſly reconciled to our Land 
in our Lord Jeſus, and take delight to 
dwell among us. 

Although our gracious God hath of 


late, for his own Names ſake, wrought 


great and. wonderful things, for Britarn 
and Ireland, and for this Church and Na- 
tion in particular ; Yer the Inhabitants 
thereof have cauſe ro remember their 
own evil ways, and to loath themſelves 
tn their own fight for their Inquiries, 
Alas! We, and our Farhers, our 
Princes, our Paſtors, and People of all 
Ranks have ſinned, and have been under 
Zreat Tranſgreſſion. ro this day : For 
though aur gracious God ſhewed early 
kindneſs to this Land, in {ending the 
Goſpel amongſt us, and afrerward in our 
Reformation from Popiſh Superfiicion 
and «Idolatry;z and it had the Honour, 
beyond many Nations, of being after our 


1690, Poſtmevidiem, Seſſ. 25. 


firſt Reformation, ſolemnly devotedunts 
God, both Prince and People, yet we 
have dealt treacherouſly with the Lord, 
and been unſtedfaſt in his Covenant, and 
have nor walked ſuitably to our Mercies 
received from him, . nor obligations 'to 
him : Thtough the mercy of God this. 
Church had attained to a great purity of 
DoRrine, Worſhip, and Government, 
but this was nor accompanied with ſuir- 
able perſonal Reformation, neirher was 
our Fruit anſwerable to the pains taken 
on us by Word and Work; We had 
much Goſpel-preaching, bur roo little 


 Goſpel-pra&icez too many went on in 


open wickedneſs, and ſome had bur a 
form of Godlineſs, denying rhe power 
rhereof; many alſo who had the Grace 
of God in truth fell from their firſt love, 
and fell under ſad languiſhings and de- 
cays; and when for our fins the anger of 
the Lord had divided us, and we were 
brought under the feer of ſtrangers, and 
many of our Brethren killed, others ra- 
ken Captive and ſold asflaves, yer we 
ſinned ſtill, and afrer we were freed from 
the yoke of ſtrangers, inftead of rerurn- 
ing to the Lord, and being led to Repen- 
rance by his goodneſs, the Land made 
open Defe&ion from the good ways of 
the Lord: many behaved as if they had 
been delivered to work abomination, che 
flood-gates of Implety were opended, and 
a deluge of wickedneſs did over-ſpread 
the Land, Who can withour grief ard 
ſhame remember the ſhameful debauch- 
ery and drunkenneſs that then was? And 
this accompanied with horrid and helliſh 
curſing and ſwearing, and followed with 
frequent Filchineſs, Adulreries, and _o- 
ther Abominations, and the Reprover 
was hated, and he that departed from 
Injiquity made himſelf a reproach or 


prey. 


rey. _ And when by theſe, and ſuch 
ike corrupt pragices, mens Conſciences 
were debauched,they proceeded to {acri- 
fice the Intereſt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Priviledges of his. Church: to | the 
Juſts and will of men ;,, The: Supremacy 
was advanced in ſuch, a way, and. to 
ſuch an height, as never any Chriſtian 
* Church acknowledged ; che Government 
of the Church was altered, and. Prelacy 
(which hath been_ always grieyous.,to 
' this Nation) introduged,.. without .the 
Churches conſent, and contrair to the 
ſtanding As of our National Aſſemblies, 
both which rhe preſent Parliament hath 
(bleffed be God) lately found; And yer 
nevertheleſs, of the then ſtanding Mini- 
ſry of Scotland, many did ſuddenly and 
readily comply with thacalcerarion ofthe 
Govertimenr, ſome our of Pride and Co- 
vetouſties or Man-pleaſing,ſome'through 
mfirrity or weakneſs, or fear :of Man, 
and want of Courage and Zeal for God; 
many falthful Miniſters were thereupon 
caſt our, and many Inſufficient and Scan- 
dalous men- rhruft in on their Charges, 
and'many Families ruined, . becauſe they 
would'nor:- own them as their Paſtors... 
Andalas ! It is undenyable, there.hath 
been under the late Prelacie, a great de- 
cay-of Piety; © ſorhat ir was enough to 
make a-man be nicknam'd a Phanatick, if 
he did not runto the ſame exceſs of rior 
with orhers. © © pf tes =_ 
And'ſhould it not be lamented, for -it 
cannor- be denyed, there hath been in 
ſome a dreadful Arheiſtical Boldneſs a- 
gainſt God, ſome have diſpured the Being 
of God, and his Providence, the Divine 
Authority of the” Scriptures, the Lifeto 
- come,” and'Immoreaticy of che Soul, yea 
and ſcoffed;at theſe'things, 5” 
There hath 'been-alſo' an horrid Pro- 
phanation ofrheHoly and Dreactul Nam 
of God, 'by Curſing atid Sweat! g: Al ki 
there hath been ſo'nuich Swearing and 
Forſwearing amongſt us, 'thi t.noN tion 
under Heaven have'been more"guilry in 
rhis than'wez ſome' by ſweating raſhly 
or ignorantly, 'ſoine falſly,by breaking 
their Oachs, and tnpofipg and takjog 
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ungodly and unlawful -Oaths and- Bands 
whereby-the Conſciences of many have 


.been. pollured and ſeared, and many 
ruined and-.opprefſed- for - refuſing-. and 
.not raking/them;- - , Fe 


Tire, hath alſe been a'grear neglect of 


the Worſhip of God; 00 much in pu5- 
licks, bur.eſpecially 1 Families; and-in 


FI; 1 
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-.. The wanted. care of Religious ſanRify» 


ing the Lord's Day is gone, and in many 
places ..the.. Sabbath -hath, been; - and 
ſhamefully prophaned. - TICK: 
_ TheLand alſo hath been full of bloody 
Crimes, and Cities full of-Violence, and 
much innocent Blood ſhed, ſo that Blood 
rouched Blood 3 yea, Sodoms fins have 
abounded amongſt us, Pride, fullneſs: of - 
Bread, . Idleneſs, . Vanities of Apparel, 
and ſhameful. ſenſualicy filled the Lands - 
And alas! how great hath been; the 
Cry of Oppreſfſion, and Unrighteouſneſs, 
Iniquicy hath been eſtabliſhed by a Law, 
there. hath beena great perverting of 
Juſtice, ..by. making'\and executing. un- 
Tighteous Starures and Ads, ' and ſad per- 
ſecuttons; of many for their .Conſclence - 


- 


towards God, | 354 
It is al(o- matter of Lamentation, that 
under this great Defe&ion- there hath 
been too, general a-fainting, nor-only a- 
mongſt. profeſſors of the Goſpel, bur alſo - 
amongſt. Miniſters z' yea, even amongſt - 
ſuch, ,.whe .in the main. chings: did-en- 
deayour..to.maintain their :Incegrity, 'in 
not giving ſeaſonable and: neceffary Te 
ſtimony againſt che Defe&ons and Evils 
of the Time, and keeping a due diſtance 
from chem, and ſome on rhe-orher hand 
managed cheir-Zeal wich 'coo-liccle -Dif= 
cretion and Meekneſs;:- i; 1. i 15 
F gle matter. of :;: Humiliation; rharx 
en Differences; fell our amongſt'rheſey 
who did owne Truth; and bear witneſs | 
againſt, the, Cour(e: of DefeRion; they 
were not managed with due Charity and / 


Loye,..but.with too muclihear-and. bie-- 


erneſs, injurious Refledions uſcd againſt 
ptous ahd worthy men on all hands; and: 


ſcandalous Diviſions occafioned, 'and the 
ſucceſs of the. Goſpel greatly obſtruted: 
K 2 | : ther eby, | 
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thereby, ind ſome dangerous Priveiples 
drunk in ; And after all this, chere were 
ſhameful advances towards Popery. the 
Abomination of. the Maſs was ſer up in 
many places, and Popiſh Schools ere&- 
ed, and ſeverals fell to Idolatry. _ 
And though the Lord hath put a ſtop 
to the Conrſe of Defe@ion, and of his 
great mercy given us ſome reviving from 
our Bondage; yet we have ſad caylſe to 
regrate and bemoan, that few havea 
due ſenſe of our mercy, or walk anfwer- 
able thereto, few arerurned ro the Lord in 
truth, but the wicked go onto do wicked- 
ly, and there is found amongſt us to this 
FA ſhameful ingratizude\for our mercies, 
Horrid impenitency under our fins, yea, 
even amongſt thoſe who ſtand moſt up 
for: the Defence [6f the Trurh : and a- 
monpſt many in-our Armies, there is wo- 
ful Prophanenefs and Debauthery. "And 
though we profeſs ro acknowledge, there 
can be no pardon of Sins, no Peace and 
Reconciliation with God, - but by the 
Blood vt-jeſus Chriſt yet fewknowthm 
or: fee: the Neceſfiry and 'Excdicncy of 
the Knowledgeof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 
few ſee their need of Him,or efteetn; de- 
fire, or receive Him.a he'ts offered inthe 
Gaſped; 'few- ate arquainted with Fatth 
in Jefus Chriſt, and living by Faith on 
Him, as made of the Father ynro ps, Wil: 
dom, Righteouſneſs, SantificirionandR 
demption.5-abd few. walk av becometh 
rhe Gotpel, and imirare our Holy Lord 1h 
Himihry,Meckneſs, Self-denia?, Heavenly- 
mindeUne(s,Zeal for-G O D, and Chari 
ecowards Men : But as there ts even unt! 
Bow, 2 great COMeMmPt olpet,” a 


of the Gol} 
srear Barzenneſs under it ;''fo a toe 
curity under our Sin and Danger; A | 
- waſit of Viety roward God; ana tove 
wards :Men,. with a wofat” Selfiflineſs, c- 
ws or eee Foes ky things, few 
the! chjngs/>of Chriſt, ''or ' the! publick 
Goad, or '08c anorhers welfire : Ant fi- 
nally,: che; moſt'part more-ready rg cer- 
ſure che Gus of others, then'to repent of 
their own; Ati5 no 3s 19% fr T4003 43 ds * mee 
Que Iniquiries-are nereafſed over out 
heads, and our Tycipalſer/are/grovn up 


it 


inothe Heavens, they are many in num- 
ber, and hatnous in their nature, and 
grievouſly aggravared, as having been 


 contratr to great Lighr and Love, under 


ſignal Merctes and Judgments, after Con- 
feſſion and Supplication, and norwith- 
ſtanding of our Profeſſion, Promiſes and 
folemn Vowing, and Coyenanting with 
God to the contrair. 

"Have we not then ſad cauſe of deep 
Sorrow and Humiliation? And may we 
nor fear, if we do nox repent, and turn 
from the evil of our ways, and return 
to the Lord with all our hearts, that -He 
return to do us evil, afrer he hath done 
us good, and be angry with us, until He 
harh conſumed us? 

Let us therefore humble our ſelves 
Faſting and Praying, let us ſearch our 
our fins, and confider our ways, and con- 
fefs theſe, and other our ſins,. with. Sor+ 
row and Deteſtation; Ler us turn unto 
the Lord with Faſting and weeping, and 
with mourning; Let us firmly Reſolye 
and ſincerely Engage to amend our ways 
and doings, and return unto the Lord:our 
God, with all our ,hearr, and-carneftly 
ray, that for rhe blood of the Lamb of 
od, our fins may be forgiven, and our 
back-ſlidings healed, and.we.may yer.be- 
come 4 righreous Nation, keeping the 
Truth;-that Religion and. Righteouſneſs 
IE Love, and Charity a- 
bound, and all rhe Lord's. People: may. be 
of one 16: pH ata Lord $0DE.n 5 


tb aft rheſe; that the Word of the Lord 


have. free courſe, and. be. glorified, 


4 


id that the Preaching of the Word, and 
icmpa o | the 7 mens. may..be 
cotipanicd, with the, wonted preſence 
Powess 4 Blefſir Fe 


ma 


.of\che Spirit.of the 
ord would preſerve 


Fi F* 5 w 
Q . L ”" = 5 , 


[ ; apdJor thatEnd,- bleſs 
be? the Wajehies Councils; and 


rule 


wile #n the fear of God, and Judges be 
dorhed-with - Righteouſneſs, mad that 
matiy faithful Labourers may be ſent out 
into the Lord's Vineyard, and they who 
are ſent, may find mer 


may be as little Churches of Chriſt, and 
char the Lord would pour out His Sptrir 
on all Ranks of People, that they may 
be holy in all manner of Converſation, 
and God may delight ro dwell amongſt 
us, and 'to'do'us good. | 

And while we pray for our ſelves, let 
vs nor. forget our Brethren in Forreign 
Churches, with whom, alas! we had too 
ltirtle Sympathy ; Nay, ler us pray, that 
all the ends of rhe Earth, may fee the 
Salvation cf, God ; and thar He would 
bring his antienr people of the Fews ro 
the acknowledgment of Jeſus Chriſt; and 


that he would haſten rhe ruine of Romiſh 


Babylon, and advance the Reformation 
in pln Purim and preſerve and blefs 
the Reformed we Fehr _ 
iy His  opprefled People, the Frenc' 
Foofaare, wnd parher them our of all 
Places, whither they: have been ſcatre- 
red in rhe cloudy and. dark day; and 
that he would be the Defence, Strength 
and Salvation of any of his People, who 
are in War or Danger by Infidel or Po- 
piſh adverſaries, 1h Exrope or America. 
And in particular, that the Lord would 
be Gracjous to Jreland, and ſandific 
to his' People rhere, 'Borh their diftreſs 


and'deliverance 5 abd perfe& what con- 


cerneth them, - that he would convert 


the Natives there to the Truch, and re- 


IN 3 


to be faichfu), 
- and be bleſt with Succels, thar Families 


duce that. Land-to Peacez and appoi 
Salvation for Walls -and Bullwarks' to 
Brittain, IT | ; 

| For all theſe Cauſes and Reaſons, The 
General Aſſembly hath appointed the 
Second Thurſday of Famary next, to be 
Obſerved in all the Congregations of the 
Church and Nation, as a day of Solemn 
Faſting and Humiliation, - and Prayer; . 
Beſceching and Obteſting all, borh Pa- 
ſtors, and People of all Ranks to be ſin- 
cere and. ſerious, in* Humiliatton and 


' Supplication, and urjiverfal Reformation, 


as rhey would wiſh to find mercy of the 
Lord, and have deferved wrath avert- 
ed, and would obtain the Bleffing of the 
Lord upon themſelves and Poſteriry 
after chem ; and rhat the Lord may de- 


Tighr in ns, and our Land may beas Mar- 


ried ro him. And Ordains all Miniſters, - 
either in Rirks or Meeeting houſes, to 
read this preſemt At publickly from rhe 
Pulpir, a Sabbath or 'two' before the'fd 
Day of Humiliation : and rhart rhe (eve- 
ral Presbyterics cake care,thar ir be care- 
fully. Obſerved.in their reſpettive bounds, 


And where, n'regard of Vacancies, the 


Day hereby oppRntet, cannor be ob. 
ſerved, the Afﬀembly appoints. the ſaid 
Humillatton, to be kepr ſome orher Day 
with the firſt convenient opportunity: 
And appolnts the Commiſſion for Viſita- 


tion, to apply to che Council, for their 


Civil San&ton.to the Obſervation there- 
of, Extraed' ont of the Records of Af- 
ſembly, by Eh | 

Fo. SPALDING. Cls. 


SYN. 
National, _ | 


» > 


- * above-mentioned AF of Aſſembly,. hereto pre- 
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Anent a Solemn National Faſt and Humiliation: 


ILLIAM and MARY, 

by. the Grace of. God, King 

_ , and Queen of Great Britain, 

Y. _ France, and Ireland, De- 
fenders of the Faith; To ___ _.. 

_..........: Macers of our Prevy Counctl, 

or Meſſengers rogag our Sheriffs in that 

part, Conjun#ly and ſeverally, ſpectally con- 

flitute, Greeting: Foraſmuch, as the Gene- 

ral Aſſembly of this Church, by their A, 

of the-date the twelfth day of November 


"mnflant, hath. appointed a .Solemn National 


Faſt and Humiliation, to be Obſerved in all 


' the  Kirhs and Meeting-Houſes of this : Our 
- Antient Kingdom ; and appointed their Com- 
+ miſſion fer Viſitation, _to apply tothe Lords of 
Our Privy Council, for Our Civil Sandton, 


interpoſed thereto, And. they having 
Applied accordingly : Therefore We, with 
Tvice of the Lords.of our Preuy Council, Do 


| ber by Command and Enjoyn, That the ſaid 


.Solemn Faſt and” Humiliation be Religiouſly 
obſerved, by all Perſons throughout this 
Kingdom, _ both in Kirks and Meeting-Houſes, 
'at the Dyets, andin the manner as by the 


fixed, . bs ed And that the ſame be 
-read by all the Miniſters, in manner therein 
"mentioned. And to the end that ſo Pious and 


_. neceſſary a Duty may be punZiually performed, 
- "and Our Pleaſure in the Premiſſes fully 


known : Our Will is herefore, and We Charge 
208 flrautly, and Command, that incontinent 


+ 2 


mighty God, the Safety and 
both Church, and. State, and would avoid 
the Wrath of God upon themſelves and their 
Poſterity, and as they will be anſwerable at 


be Prived_ with the ſaid A » 


"© < year, 1609, 


theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye paſs to the Mer- 
cat-Croſs of Edinburgh, and the reinanent 
Mercat-Croſſes of the Head-Burghs of the 
ſeveral Shires and Stewartries, within this 
Kingdom and in Our Name and Authority, 
make Publication of the Premiſes, that none 
may pretend ignorance. . And we do Ordain 
Our Solicitor to diſpatch Copies hereof to 
the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Shires and Stew- 
arts of the Stewartries, or their Deputs, or 
Clerks, to be by them Publiſhed at the Mey- 
cat-Croſſes of the Head-Burgh pap, re- 


0 s 
ceipt þ al and mmmediately ſent to.the 


ſeveral Minifters, both in Kirks and: Meet- 
ing- Houſes, to the effe& they. may read and 
intimat the ſame from their Pulpiee .and 
may ſeriouſly exhort all Perſons, to a ſincere 
and devout obfervance thereof, as they. Re- 
gard the Favor ,and_Bleſſings of the-At- 
Preſervation of 


therr peril. And, Oraains, theſe Preſents to 
the / Aſſembly, 
and theſe Preſents to, be. Publiſbed in man- 
Wed, FAIT 5; 0,007 
© Given uvdgr Our Sigher 8 Edinhyr 
"My ant i bar kevin 
And of Onr Reign, the ſecond 


Per atum Dominorum Sti, Concilii. 
GILB, ELIOT, Cls, Sti, Concilii; 


God ſave King WILLIAM, and Queen MARY. 


a $3 3 
a 4 
CR i. +: op 


ih. 
"= 


& 
s 


i = 
2, IE '- w 
os 


—_— _ 


_—_ 


Edinburgh, Printed by the Heir of Andrew Anderſon, Printer to the 


- King and Queens moſt Excellent Majeſties. 1690. 
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